
• Free ensembles! Any student 
who registers for CMS or 
Suzuki private lessons can 
join an ensemble for free! 
Peruse the course 
descriptions here, and 
encourage your students to 
deepen their learning this 
year!

• Use Spaceworks to book 
rehearsal or practice time 
beyond your scheduled 
teaching or therapy hours. 
To rent space for free, use 
the code BKCMFACULTY18 
when you check out.

• All families were required 
to complete a demographic 
survey to register for 
classes, therapy, and lessons 
this year. 

• Remember to make sure
that your hours are
correctly entered each
payroll period in
Paylocity, and correct
them if they are not.
Have further payroll
questions? Reach out
directly to Max Robb
(max.robb@bkcm.org)

• And finally, welcome to
8 new faculty members
joining BKCM this year!

There are so many fantastic 

things happening in our BKCM 

community of teaching artists and 

music therapists—plus, decades 

(centuries?) of expertise and 

insight! We don’t have an easy 

way to share ideas across all of 

our divisions yet, but this 

newsletter is a start.  

You’ll get one of these each 

month, and inside you’ll find 

useful information about 

happenings and goings-on across 

BKCM—things that might enrich 

your work, or help you find a 

kindred spirit to bounce ideas off 

of, or something to make you feel 

a little more at home here. 

Looking for an avenue to share 
your ideas, concerns, or hopes? 
Feel free to reach out at any time 
to Alice Jones in the admin office 
(alice.jones@bkcm.org).
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Welcome back, and here’s to a 
great year! 
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Are you following BKCM on 

Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, 

Myspace (ok, maybe not 

Myspace…)? 

We’re widening how we use 

social media in 2018. We 

share info about upcoming 

BKCM events, registration 

deadlines, musical trivia, and 

photos of many beautiful 

things that happen in this 

building with our followers. 

But it’s also a great place to 

showcase YOU—the great 

shows you have coming up, your 

album releases, your thoughts 

about music. Share any  

upcoming event details or info 

with our Marketing Department 

(sydney.hill@bkcm.org) 

@brooklynconservatory 

@brooklynconservatory 

@bkconservatory 

CMS notes 2 
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Trade secrets 3 

Inspiration 4 

Kudos! 4 

Inside this issue: 

What—a newsletter?! How 1995, how quaint. But really… 

So, what should you know to start the new year 
off right?

Mark your calendars!  

Important dates for faculty: 

Sep 18—mandatory compliance seminar (makeup session)
Sep 29—BKCM Family Concert: Meet the Brass! 

Let’s be social!

The BKCM 
academic calendar 
is available here.

https://bkcm.org/calendar/
https://bkcm.org/lessons-classes-and-ensembles/
https://bkcm.org/calendar/


CMS notes 

Upcoming BKCM events 
Join us, bring a friend, and encourage your students to attend! 
(bkcm.org/events) 

Oct 12—Suzuki Family Fall 

Cocktail party in honor of Dr. 

Suzuki’s birthday 

Oct 13—Parlour Room Ses-

sions: Kristin Leitterman 

(soprano and oboe) and Steve 

Mann (piano) 

Oct 20—Haunted! Family Con-

cert with the Brooklyn Conserv-

atory Community Orchestra at 

the Brooklyn Museum 

Oct 21—Inside Out XI 

Oct 27—Suzuki Halloween 

Piano Festival 

Oct 28—Suzuki Halloween-

Anything that happens in 

BKCM’s building is a chance to 

deepen the impact of what 

happens in your studio—

students get to imagine them-

selves on stage, see why you 

keep fixing their hand position, 

and ENJOY some music! 

Encourage your students to em-

bark on a musical journey to 

any of these upcoming events! 

Sep 4-6—Allen Lieb master 

classes for Suzuki violin students 

Sep 6—Play Practice: Profes-

sional Development Workshop 

for Music Educators (Session 1) 

Sep 8—Fall Fest and Open 

House (CMS) 

Sep 16—BKCM Fall semester 

begins 

Sep 27—Open singing circle 

with music therapist Kate Rich-

ards Geller 

Sep 29—Family concert: Meet 

the Brass! 

Oct 5—Faculty Concert Series 

Oct 11—Play Practice: Profes-
sional Development Workshop
for Music Educators (Session 2)
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Any concert event 

is a chance to 

deepen the impact 

of what happens 

in your studio! 

A few reminders for anyone who 

teaches in the CMS... 

Starting this year, there are no 
makeup lessons in the CMS. If you 
need to miss a lesson, contact Brian 

Drye (brian.drye@bkcm.org). 

All group classes require at-

tendance. Pick up an attend-

ance sheet at the registration 

desk when you arrive for the 

day, and return a completed 

form to the registrars when 

you leave. 

Brian Drye is hosting parent 

orientation meetings on 

September  12, 13, and 14.  

Remember to sign up for your 

January 2019 studio recital 

date by September 29! 

Chamber music kicks off in mid-
October. All students are 
welcome to join (any age, any 

ability, any style), and they should 

reach out to Mike Brofman directly

(michael.brofman@bkcm.org).  

The CMS school-wide theme of the 
year is composition! At any level 
or age, composition encourages 
student autonomy and offers a 
creative window into the 
mechanics of music. Imagine if 
every student in the community 
music school were to write a 
composition and perform it on a 
recital! Encourage your students to 
sign up for Composition Club, a 
new offering in the Winter session 
beginning on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays in January.  

Out and About 

Check out your fellow faculty mem-

bers’ upcoming shows and recordings: 

Jenna Girone-Virgilio (Suzuki) is 

currently recording the Rumpelstiltskin 

for Rhymes with Opera 

Jenna Smith (Music Therapy) is re-

leasing her first album with her band, 

Jenna & The Janes, this winter. 

themed performance class 

Oct 31—Con-spook-atory 

http://www.bkcm.org/events


Faculty members chimed in 

about what makes them proud 

to be a part of our musical 

community. We’re lucky to be in 

a place that creates 

experiences like these! 

Katty Mayorga (Suzuki, guitar): 

“I love the sense of community 

between coworkers and 

parents :) ” 

Lesley Mok (CMS, Jazz Explor-
ers, not pictured): “It made me 
proud to have a great recep-
tion from the students, parents, 

and broader BKCM community 

of the Jazz Explorers class in 

spring 2018—there was 

enough excitement there to talk 

about the future of the 

program! I’m looking forward 

to meeting some new faces in 

the fall!” 

Jenna Smith (Music Therapy): 
“It is hard to think of ONE thing 
that is special about BKCM that 
makes me proud to practice 
music therapy and be a part of 
such a wonderful institution. I 

think what makes it most special 
for me, personally, is while 
being in such a large city, there 
really is a sense of community 
and personal contact. I’ve 
learned so much from my fellow 
therapists and feel really lucky 
that my job is playing music 
with kids who are truly in need 
of support and eager to learn 
skills that could potentially 
guide the direction of the path 
they are headed on for the 
better.” 

What does it mean to work at BKCM? 

Faculty members shared tips 

they wish someone had told 

them when they first started 

teaching. 

Hugh Ash (CMS, trumpet): “For 

me, finding the positives to give 

genuine compliments in every 

lesson helps build confidence 

and reinforces positive 

associations with playing, which 

was very different than how I 

was taught.” 

Jenna Girone-Virgilio (Suzuki, 
cello): “Think from the 
perspective of the student and 
make things age-appropriate, 
relata-ble to their interests, and 
fun! Analogies are something 
that I am constantly using in my 
teaching. They’ve ranged in 
topic from moving invisible 
objects in the room to get the
feeling of the weight of the 
bow on the string, to making 
sure you don’t spend your 
whole paycheck in the first 
week of the month to 
understand not to use up your 
whole bow too soon. Be 
creative!” 

Ochion Jewell (Music Partners): 
“Anyone can learn music. 
ANYONE. I’ve worked with 
autistic kids, people with learn-
ing disabilities, people who 
claim to have no musical ‘talent’ 
or be ‘tone deaf’ and even 
took a kid who’s 90% hearing-

impaired pretty far on the 
clarinet. Keep things simple, 
work on one element at a time, 
don't skip steps. Every child/
band/class/school is different. 
A for-mulaic approach can be 
a good starting point, but it 
takes improvisation (I am a jazz 
musi-cian, after all!) to reach 
any student. Everyone has 
different strengths/weaknesses, 
and all challenges can be 
overcome by breaking them 
down and ap-proaching them 
with patient diligence. I was 
told (by several full-time 
teachers) the old ad-age ‘Don’t 
break a smile until after the 
holiday break.’ I do the 
opposite: I talk with my kids 
about sports, movies, fashion, 
what they're into, etc. There’s a 
lot of hugs and even more high-
fives, and they call me by my 
first name. I also let them call as 
many of the ‘shots’ as I can, like 
if they don’t like a song than 
we’ll scratch it or take a vote. 
All of this helps them to trust 
me, and if they trust me then 
we’ll get further—a lot further.” 

Lim Yang (CMS, Jazz 
Explorers): “I tend to get way 
too excited when I see students 
make progress and be way 
more enthusiastic than they can 
ever handle. Ha! I did not know 
that but some students have 

told me I put a lot of pressure 

on them that way, though I only 

thought I was helping them. 

Something I realized later was 

that I should keep up with their 

pace.” 

Yoko Yates (CMS, piano): “It is 
good to set up general goals 
with the students in our teaching 
and have certain expectations 
for them. However, we have to 
understand the variety of 
backgrounds, assets, and 
personali-ties which students 
carry and try to be flexible, to 
keep resetting our goals based 
on their condi-tion and growth. 
Most im-portantly, we should be 
careful not to lose their interest 
towards music and learning.” 

Trade secrets: Notes from the studios 

BKCM moved into its 
current home in Park 
Slope in 1944. The 
Victorian mansion was 
built in 1881 and was 
a Masonic Lodge be-
fore it began its life 

as a music school! 

Did  you  know? 
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Looking for more inspiration? Check out Yale University’s 

“Declaration on Equity in Music for City Students”—it beautifully 

articulates the need for meaningful musical experiences for all chil-

dren, actionable steps we can take across the nation to make this 

happen, and it has resources for articles, websites, and books that 

can help your practice, as well! 

Available at: www.declaration.yale.edu 

(Music MP), Yair Vilnai 

(Music MP), Peter Weitzner 

(CMS) 

...4 years ago: Jennie 

Axelson (CMS), Hannah 

Hershman (MT) 

...5 years ago: Lyndol 

Descant (CMS) 

...6 years ago: Ryan 

McCurdy (CMS), Jenna Smith 

(MT), Tom Swafford (CMS) 

...8 years ago: Peter Brainin 

(MP) 

...9 years ago: Luis Casal 

(CMS), Peter Davenport 

(CMS), Bob Goldberg (MP), 

David Herman (MT) 

...11 years ago: Junko Na-

gai (Suzuki) 

...14 years ago: Alicia Rau 

(MP) 

Thank you for being part of 

our BKCM family! Congratu-

lations to everyone who was 

hired in the month of 

September… 

...1 year ago: John “Peck” 

Allmond (MP), Hugh Ash 

(CMS), Hilda Brennan (CMS), 

Noel Brennan (CMS), Sarai 

Buchanan (Suzuki), Heather 

Curran (CMS), Emilie Lesbros 

(CMS), Dov Manski (CMS), 

Mary Jo McBride (CMS), 

Mike McGinnis (CMS), Marta 

Sanchez (CMS) 

...2 years ago: Brian Adler 

(MP),  Ty Citerman (Suzuki), 

Tahira Clayton (MP), Jiyea 

Kang (MP) 

...3 years ago: Benita Bene-
itez (MP), Andrew Hartman 
(MP), Nadine Mikulewich 

...15 years ago: Sara 

Holtzschue (MP) 

...23 years ago: Tony Ci-

mino (CMS), Michael Rose 

(CMS) 

Finally, thank you to Rose 
Moskowitz, who is stepping 
down from Music Partners 
after more than 35 years of 
service, and Nelly Vuksic, 
whose 15th season will be 
her last with the Brooklyn 
Conservatory Chorale. Stay 
tuned for more about Rose 
and Nelly in upcoming 
newsletters—they’ve shared 
more music and joy with our 
family than we can fit in this 
month’s newsletter! 

Kudos! 

58 7th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 
718.622.3300 

Transforming lives and 

building community through 

the expressive, educational 

and therapeutic powers 

of music 
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