
Institutional support  

BKCM received a three-
year, $100,000 grant from 
the Hearst Foundations at 
the end of September. This 
award is an affirmation of 
the hard work and successes 
that happen in your studios, 
classrooms, and therapy 

sessions every day.   

Free tickets 

BKCM received a generous 
grant from the Frank and 
Lydia Bergen Foundation at 
the end of September to 
provide 1,000 free tickets to 
community members to our 
concert series (Faculty 
Concerts, Family Concerts, 
Inside Out, Parlour Room 
Sessions, Brooklyn 
Conservatory Community 
Orchestra, and Brooklyn 
Conservatory Chorale). 
We’re looking forward to 
expanding our musical 
family and welcoming more 
Brooklynites into our building 

throughout the year.  

The Brooklyn Art Song 
Society is offering free 
student tickets to its 
upcoming performances (Oct 

5 and Nov 2)—please 
encourage your students to 
take advantage of this offer 
by reaching out to Michael 
Brofman directly 
(michael.brofman@bkcm.or

g). 

Knutson Faculty 
Professional Development 

grantees announced 

Congratulations to Mariana 
Aslan (MT and CMS), 
Andrew Joseph Hartman 
(MP), Mark Johnson (CMS), 
Ali Kang (Suzuki), Ruth 
Klukoff (Suzuki), Marthé 
Miller (Suzuki), Alicia Rau 
(MP), and Marta Sanchez 
(CMS). With this support, 
they’ll be doing things like 
attending professional 
conferences, continuing their 
education, and expanding 
their knowledge of 
repertoire and skills—all 
things that make our whole 

team stonger! 

Just for reference... 

 The BKCM academic 

calendar is here. 

 Any student who 

registers for CMS or 

Suzuki private lessons 
can join an ensemble 
for free! Peruse the 
course descriptions, and 
encourage your students 
to deepen their learning 

this year! 

 To book free rehearsal 

or practice time beyond 
your scheduled teaching 
or therapy hours 
through Spaceworks, 
use the code 
bkcmfaculty2018 when 

you check out. 

 The first timesheets of 

the academic year will 
be due soon—keep an 
eye on your 

@bkcm.org email. 

 New faculty: If you 

would like a Paylocity 
demonstration for 
payroll, please reach 
out to 

max.robb@bkcm.org. 

Looking for an avenue to 
share your ideas, concerns, 
or hopes? Feel free to reach 
out at any time to Alice 
Jones in the admin office 

(alice.jones@bkcm.org). 
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Join us for this year’s 
Faculty Concert Series kicks 
off with Katty Mayorga 
(Suzuki, guitar) and Dov 
Manski (CMS, piano) on 

October 5. 

And, we want to showcase 
and promote YOU on our 
social media platforms (over 
8,300 followers)—the great 
shows you have coming up, 

your album releases, your 
thoughts about music. Share any 
upcoming event details or info 
with Sydney Hill, our Marketing 
Associate 

(sydney.hill@bkcm.org). 
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Administrative support: the heroes we 
need 

Upcoming BKCM events 
Join us, bring a friend, and encourage your 
students to attend! (bkcm.org/events) 

sions: Kristin Leitterman 
(soprano and oboe) and Steve 

Mann (piano) 

Oct 20—Haunted! Family Con-
cert with the Brooklyn Conserv-
atory Community Orchestra at 

the Brooklyn Museum 

Oct 21—Inside Out VII: JOBS 

and Caroline Davis Quartet 

Anything that happens in 
BKCM’s building is a chance to 
deepen the impact of what 
happens in your studio—
students get to imagine them-
selves on stage, see why you 
keep fixing their hand position, 

and ENJOY some music! 

Encourage your students to em-
bark on a musical journey to 

any of these upcoming events! 

Oct 4—Play Practice-Practice 

Play (Session 2) 

Oct 5—Faculty Concert Series: 

Katty Mayorga (guitar) 

Oct 11—Music Therapy Parent 
Talks: Turning 5, Part 1: Advo-

cating for Your Child 

Oct 12—Suzuki Family Fall 
Cocktail party in honor of Dr. 

Suzuki’s birthday 

Oct 13—Parlour Room Ses-
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Any concert event 

is a chance to 

deepen the impact 

of what happens 

in your studio! 

You may have noticed some 
new names in your inbox, or 
maybe your paperwork is 
being processed a little faster. 
Whatever it is, it must be 

magic! 

Nope, it’s just a few helpful 
hands that have been added to 
the administrative team for our 
various programs, allowing our 

Program Directors to do what they 
do best: observations, evaluations, 

curriculum design, and mentorship. 

CMS 

Registrar and Facilities Manager 
Kyle Wilson has also taken on the 
role of administrative assistant of 
the CMS, assisting with 
correspondence and 

communication.  

Suzuki 

Even though Alisa Bruza isn’t new, 
she’s an integral part of the Suzuki 

program administration. 

Music Partners 

Accomplished bassoonist and 
pedagogue Sara Schoenbeck has 
joined us as the program’s 
Administrative Assistant. Her 
added support helps us fulfil one 
of the prime goals of Music 
Partners this year: growing the 
number of Middle School sites in 
our roster.. Middle school students 

can be the most inspiring, most 
motivated, and most challenging 
students we teach! A strong music 
program guides adolescents 
towards finding positive 
emotional and creative outlets as 
they explore the world around 
them.  We are proud to start 
partnerships with College Point 
Collaborative School, with Sean 
Moran teaching Grade 6 
ukulele, and Vista Academy in 
East New York, with David 
Bertrand, Caitlin Featherstone, 
and Brian Floody running a new 

band program.  

Music Therapy 

Therapists Melissa Harris  and 
Christina Sterrett have stepped 
up to take on additional 
administrative duties managing 
outreach administration, onsite 
finance, and instrument 

inventory. 

Oct 25—Music Therapy Parent 
Talks: Understanding Your Child’s 

Legal Rights 

Oct 27—Suzuki Halloween Piano 

Festival 

Oct 28—Suzuki Halloween-

themed performance class 

Oct 31—Con-spook-atory  

Nov 10—Parlour Room Sessions: 
Skye Steele, A People’s History of 

the Violin 

http://www.bkcm.org/events


We all know from first-hand 
experience how fun, meaning-
ful, and  enjoyable making 
music can be—because we live 

it every day. 

And there are many other ben-
efits to music making, studying 
music, and music therapy for 
participants of all ages that 

you may not already know: 

Music education leads to im-

provements in students’…  

 Language abilities 

 Emotional resilience, or the 

ability to regroup after 
frustration or disappoint-

ment 

 Empathy  

 Attention span 

 Focus 

 Self-confidence 

...and, it facilitates friendships 
or makes it easier for students 

to make friends. 

Music therapy has been clini-

cally shown to... 

 Improve participants’ 

moods 

 Facilitates self-expression 

 Reduces anxiety  

 Increases sleep quality 

 Increase participants’ per-

ceived quality of life—
they feel better about their 

experiences in general 

 Improve fine motor skills 

and visual acuity 

Music therapy also provides a 
constructive channel for trans-
forming frustration, anger, or 
aggression into an experience 

of creativity and self-mastery. 

Looking to the future 

Students who receive arts-rich 
educations are more likely to 
grow up to be civically en-
gaged adults who vote, volun-

teer, and read the newspaper. 

All of these benefits help our 
students become healthier, well-
adjusted adults—we’re building 
the best future possible through 

music. 

Interested in reading research 
articles about any of these ex-
tra-musical benefits? Reach out 
to Alice Jones 

(alice.jones@bkcm.org) 

Why music? 

Faculty members share tips they 
wish someone had told them 

when they first started teaching. 

Jennie Axelson (CMS, violin/
viola): “There are never 

shortcuts.” 

Nora Friedman (Suzuki, violin): 
“Always be honest about what 
you do and don’t know. Be hon-
est about what you’re thinking 
about and what you’re chang-

ing in your teaching practice. 
Teach in the way you feel com-
fortable. If someone isn’t into it, 
that doesn’t mean anything 
more than you're not a good fit. 
You can’t sell a product you 

don’t have.” 

Josh Sinton (CMS, woodwinds): 
“Help your students build a 
listening list of musicians who 
play the same instrument you're 
teaching. Each lesson, I ask my 

Trade secrets: Notes from the studios 

BKCM was founded 
by violinist Edward 
Adolf Whitelaw, who 
immigrated to the US 
from Germany. This 
advertisement—with 
$2 private lessons—is 

from 1908. 

Did  you  know? 
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student to look up three musicians 
that I recommend to them and find 
a single song or piece that they 
love. When they return and tell me 
about their experience, I recom-
mend their more. It’s so essential 
for the student to be listening reg-
ularly to their instrument being 
played—listening in both an ac-
tive, focused way, as well as in a 

passive and relaxed way.” 



McCoppin (CMS) 

...7 years ago: Nora 

Friedman (Suzuki) 

...8 years ago: Christopher 

Bacas (MP) 

...9 years ago: Jennifer 

Girone-Virgilio (Suzuki) 

...11 years ago: Michael 
Brofman (CMS), Lyubov 

Dubov (Suzuki) 

...14 years ago: Nelly 

Vuksic (Chorale) 

...15 years ago: Frances 

Brodeur (MP) 

...16 years ago: Mariana 
Aslan (CMS and MT), Chris 

Thank you for being part of 
our BKCM family! 
Congratulations to everyone 
who was hired in the month 

of October… 

...1 year ago: Lia Bourque-
Mooney (CMS), Noa Fort 
(MT), Lacy Rose (CMS), John 

Yao (MP) 

...2 years ago: Juan Pablo 

Masis (MP) 

...3 years ago: Mariana 
Ramirez-Alvarado (MP), 

Ariel Weissberger (MT) 

...4 years ago: David 

Bertrand (MP) 

...5 years ago: Tristan 

Jentsch (CMS) 

...17 years ago: Lyubov 
Mirzoyev (CMS), Adriatik 

Sefa (CMS) 

...18 years ago: Fatima 

Jihada (registrar) 

 

And a big thank you to our 
registrar Douglas Bradford, 
who joined us one year ago 
this month and Head 
Registrar Fatima Jihada, 
who has been fearlessly 
sitting at the front desk for 

18 years! 

 

Kudos! 

58 7th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 
718.622.3300 

Transforming lives and 

building community through 

the expressive, educational 

and therapeutic powers of 

music 

Out and About 

Check out your fellow faculty members’ 

work outside BKCM: 

Oct 19—Hugh Ash (CMS) solo recital 
at St. John-St. Matthew-Emanuel Lu-

theran Church 

Nov 10—Josh Sinton (CMS, pictured 
on p.3) album release party for Predi-
cate Trio’s making bones… at Green-

wich House Music School 

Mike Brofman (CMS) is the Artistic Di-

rector of the Brooklyn Art Song Society 

David Bertrand (MP) was profiled in 
Music & Literature last month—it’s a 

great read! 

Tom Swafford (CMS) has published 
several chamber, solo, and orchestral 

compositions online at Sheet Music Plus. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/2035294399825481/
http://brooklynartsongsociety.org/
http://www.musicandliterature.org/features/2018/9/16/a-conversation-with-david-bertrand
http://www.tomswafford.com/scores.html

