
Got paper? 

If you need any—and we 
mean any—materials for a 
concert, event, workshop, or 
gathering at BKCM, please 
ask the Marketing 
Department 
(martin.porter@bkcm.org, 
sydney.hill@bkcm.org) for 
assistance. Even something 
that seems as simple as an e
-mail signup sheet needs to 
be properly worded, 
branded, and match our 
school-wide communications 

standards. 

A printed program is 
required for all events 
presented by BKCM or in 
BKCM facilities, and all 
printed materials must be 
made by the BKCM 
Marketing Department.  
CMS student recitals: Use 
this form.  
Suzuki student recitals: For 
required festival and solo 
recitals, Suzuki faculty will 
continue to use the Suzuki 
Department protocols.  
All other concerts: Directly 
contact Marketing for any 
extra recitals given at BKCM 
or for BKCM students off-site 
(e.g., Book Graduation, 

Faculty Recitals).  
Facilities needs 
If your studio needs a 
repair, the piano needs 
tuning, or you see another 
physical space that needs 
attention in the building 
(lightbulbs, clock batteries, 
paint, etc.), please fill out 
this form. 
Compliance seminar and 
faculty agreements 
If you were unable to attend 
the compliance seminar in 
September, the video will 
be available soon, and 
you’ll receive a notice from 
Michaela Mechlovitz in your 
email. 
CMS group classes 
Attendance must be taken at 
all group classes. Pick up an 
attendance sheet at the 
registration desk when you 
arrive for the day, and 
return a completed form to 
the registrars when you 

leave. 

If someone attends your 
group class who is not on 
your roster, send them to the 
front desk immediately—all 
confirmed trial classes will 
already be noted on your 

attendance sheet. 

Free tickets 

The Brooklyn Art Song 
Society has free student 
tickets for its Nov 2 
performance—please 
encourage your students to 
reach out to 

michael.brofman@bkcm.org 

Just for reference... 

 The BKCM academic 

calendar is here. 

 To book free studio time 

through Spaceworks, 
use the code 
bkcmfaculty2018 when 

you check out. 

 If you would like a 

Paylocity demonstration 
for payroll, please 
reach out to 

max.robb@bkcm.org. 

 Please do not ask the 

registration staff to 
make photocopies for 

you. 

Looking for an avenue to 
share your ideas, concerns, 
or hopes? Feel free to reach 
out at any time to Alice 
Jones in the admin office 

(alice.jones@bkcm.org). 
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Join us for Feature Friday 
with Jenna Smith (MT) and 
James Ilgenfritz (Suzuki) on 

November 2. 

And, we want to showcase 
and promote YOU on our 
social media platforms (over 
8,300 followers)—the great 
shows you have coming up, 
your album releases, your 

thoughts about music. Share any 
upcoming event details or info 
with Sydney Hill, our Marketing 
Associate 

(sydney.hill@bkcm.org). 
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Inside this issue: 

Mark your calendars and get social! 

@brooklynconservatory 

@brooklynconservatory 

@bkconservatory 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ZdNQJUUrV94cIp7sMs7bgEvmV47M0IqBerN7-quyFpc/viewform?ts=5bc935ad&edit_requested=true
https://goo.gl/forms/vxGjROLKMwwBXamA2
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1_SVwIr57w6Jhf5KcuQ3s3TMc4lFkr4PDGTbVkHbPlz0/edit
http://brooklynartsongsociety.org/
http://brooklynartsongsociety.org/
https://bkcm.org/calendar/


That time of year: Fundraising 

Upcoming BKCM events Join us, bring a friend, and 
encourage your students to attend! (bkcm.org/events) 

Nov 17—Omni Ensemble 

(David Wechsler, CMS) 

Nov 18—INSIDE OUT VIII: 
Michael Formanek Elusion 
Quartet, Stewart-Robertson/

Samara 

Dec 1—Holiday Concert and 

Cookie Swap 

Anything that happens in 
BKCM’s building is a chance to 
deepen the impact of what 
happens in your studio—
students get to imagine 
themselves on stage, see why 
you keep fixing their hand 
position, and ENJOY some 

music! 

Encourage your students to 
embark on a musical journey to 

any of these upcoming events! 

Nov 2—Feature Friday: Jenna 
Smith (MT), James Ilgenfritz 

(Suzuki) 

Nov 3—Special Needs Parent 
Workshop - Self Care: It’s All 

About You, with Lucina Clarke  

Nov 10—Parlour Room 
Sessions: Skye Steele, A 

People’s History of the Violin 
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Any concert event 

is a chance to 

deepen the impact 

of what happens 

in your studio! 

The end of the calendar year is 
when many non-profits 
traditionally do most of their 
fundraising. You may already 
know about Giving Tuesday—
yet another non-holiday in the 
already bloated Thanksgiving 
weekend. Its cousins, Black 
Friday and Cyber Monday, 
celebrate US consumerism, 
whereas Giving Tuesday is their 

philanthropic antithesis. 

Year-round fundraising 

At BKCM, we’re fundraising all the 
time, working to support all of our 
programs: Suzuki Benefit, Music 
Partners Festival, Spring Music 
Therapy Gala. That’s been our 
strategy for the past two years, 

and it’s working for us. 

But the end of the year is still 

crucial. 

House Party 

On November 8, we’re hosting our 
third-annual House Party, inviting 
donors, prospective funders, 
board members, and other 
supporters into our building for 
music, entertainment, and an 
opportunity to learn more about 
BKCM—and support us 
financially, too! It’s our biggest 
single fundraiser of the year. In 
2016, House Party raised 
$110,000, and in 2017 it raised 
$144,000. 2018? We’ll let you 

know next month! 

Annual Appeal 

This is the only time in the entire 
year that we reach out to 
everyone in our rolodex (do they 
still make those?) with a letter in 
the mail and an email in their 

inbox. 

Our students’ parents? On the 

list.  

Community partners? On the list. 

Our babysitter’s cousin’s dog 

walker? On the list.  

Just like holiday cards you may 
send your family and friends, the 
Annual Appeal is a chance to 
say “Hi!” to our extended family 
that we don’t talk to every day. 
We let them know how we’re 
doing and give them a chance to 
support BKCM before the tax 
year is up. When you receive 
one, it’s our way of keeping you 
looped in! And, if you have a 
parent or student in you studio 
who you think warrants extra 
attention from our Development 
Department, let 

alice.jones@bkcm.org know! 

Dec 1—Restorative Music 
Workshop: Sound Bath with Katie 

Down 

Dec 6—Play Practice: Professional 
Development Workshops for Music 

Educators 

Jan 13—Play Practice: 
Professional Development 

Workshops for Music Educators 
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http://www.bkcm.org/events


Inclusion (n)—A value and 
practice of ensuring that people 
feel they belong and that their 
input is valued by the whole 
(group, organization, society, 
system, etc.), particularly 
regarding decisions that affect 

their lives. 

Defining terms 

Christina Sterrett has been a 
BKCM music therapist since 
2010. She practices music 
therapy here onsite and at two 
of our partner sites, Cooke 
Center Grammar School and 
Cooke Center High School. She 
is also the Onsite Coordinator 
for BKCM’s Music Therapy 

Program.  

What’s your musical 

background? 

My undergraduate degree was 
in voice and piano. I studied 
classical piano from the time I 
was a little girl, and playing 
the piano is still a favorite 
expressive outlet for me. In 
order to enter the field of music 
therapy, I completed a master’s 
degree in music therapy from 
NYU and also completed the 
national Board Certification 
and New York State Licensed 
Creative Arts Therapist 

requirements. 

What brought you to music 

therapy? 

I’ve always been fascinated by 
how our brain, bodies, and 
emotions can all be impacted 
by music. It is truly a holistic 
form of expression. I used to 
teach private piano lessons to 
kids and I found that I was 
interested in how my students’ 
relationships with music were 
affecting them holistically more 

than other aspects of teaching. 

What’s your role at BKCM? 

I am the lead onsite music 
therapist and also work at two 

outreach programs. Last year, I 
also took on the role of Clinical 
Coordinator for the onsite music 

therapy program.  

What’s the most rewarding 
aspect of your music therapy 

practice? 

It is hard to choose just one! I 
would say the unexpected 
moments of beauty—when a 
child who struggles socially has 
a moment of true engagement; 
when a client stumbles upon a 
moment of pure expressive joy; 
when a parent gets to see a 
new side to their child that they 
wouldn’t have known was there 
had it not been for their chance 
to explore themselves 

musically.   

What do you find most 
challenging about your music 

therapy practice? 

As music therapists, we have to 
pay very close attention to 
every detail, both to monitor 
incremental growth as well as 

Trade secrets: Spotlight on Music Therapy 
with Christina Sterrett 

Page 3 VOLUME I ,  ISSUE  3  

to navigate potential triggers, and 
we are making a constant stream 
of decisions throughout the course 
of each session about how to 
respond to each new 
development. It can be 
challenging to stay fully present, 
especially when doing multiple 

sessions a day. 

What do people often 
misunderstand about music 

therapy?   

A lot of people think that music 
therapy is about relaxation or 
listening to music. But in music 
therapy we are co-creating music 
with our clients in order to address 
non-musical goals, so it is in fact 
active, hard work by both the 
therapist AND client! Another 
misconception is that it is about 
learning songs or learning to play 
instruments. There are definitely 
times when we focus on learning a 
specific song, but it is typically 
with holistic and/or extra-musical 

goals in mind. 

Sometimes we create exclusionary 
situations without even meaning 
to—when we select repertoire, 
how we communicate, how we 
manage our classroom and studio 
space, and what we prioritize or 
value in our musicianship and 
instruction. Every aspect of our 
musical practice can (and should!) 

be examined for bias, and we all 
can improve in how we include 
students, parents, our peers, and 

our community in what we do. 

What makes you feel included? 
Share with us: 

alice.jones@bkcm.org 

EXCLUSION 

SEPARATION 

INTEGRATION 

INCLUSION 



BKCM offered private lessons in 
piano, voice, violin, cello, piano, 
drama, and organ, according to 
this 1938 advertisement. The 

charter it mentions dates to 1909, when BKCM was incorpo-

rated by New York State. 

Did  you  know? 

...2 years ago: Soohyun 
Choi (MP), Rafael Stepto 

(MT) 

...4 years ago: Susanna 
Brock (MP), Areti Karkania 

(MP), Jason Wiseman (MP) 

...5 years ago: Brian 

Thank you for being part of 
our BKCM family! 
Congratulations to everyone 
who was hired in the month 

of November… 

...1 year ago: Brendan Polk 

(CMS) 

Thompson (MP) 

...7 years ago: Ochion 

Jewell (MP) 

...14 years ago: Roger Lent 

(CMS) 

...19 years ago: Sean 

Moran (CMS and MP) 

Kudos! 

58 7th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 
718.622.3300 

Transforming lives and 

building community through 

the expressive, educational 

and therapeutic powers of 

music 

Out and About 

Check out your fellow faculty 
members’ performances outside 

BKCM: 

Nov 4—Ti Chung (Suzuki) and Katty 
Mayorga (Suzuki) perform at their 
DaCapo Salon Series at Church Street 

School for Music and Arts (tickets here) 

Nov 10—Josh Sinton (CMS) album 
release party for Predicate Trio’s 
making bones… at Greenwich House 

Music School 

Nov 17—Dave Wechsler (CMS) 
performs with Omni Ensemble at 

BKCM 

Dec 15—Ti Chung and Katty 
Mayorga perform at their DaCapo 
Salong Series at Church Street School 

for Music and Arts 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dacapo-salon-series-tickets-51413394848

