
Congratulations to all CMS 
students and faculty for your 
work in preparing for 
Recital Week and for all the 
Suzuki students and faculty 
for their performances at the 
Suzuki Celebration and 

Benefit! 

Summer professional 

development opportunity 

Carnegie Hall’s “Illuminate 
Great Teaching” summer 
music educators workshop 
takes place July 10-19, 
2019. Early registration for 
$75 ends April 30 (see 

here). 

BKCM Lobby Sessions 
Preparing your students for 
an upcoming performance 
or audition? Feel free to do 
an impromptu performance 
session in the lobby during 
their lesson. You’ll always 
have an appreciative and 
supportive audience as your 
students polish their 
repertoire.  
The Spring semester 
begins! 
Although most students are 
registered annually, you 
may still have some small 
changes to your schedule, 

especially if you teach adult 
private students. If there are 
changes to your schedule, 
you’ll receive an update via 
email, a call from a 
Registrar, and as a hard 
copy in your faculty 
mailbox. 
If you teach group classes, 
attendance sheets will be in 
your mailboxes, and 
attendance must be taken at 
all group classes.  
Music theory and 
composition  
The newest programs in the 
CMS are getting off the 
ground this semester, with 
music theory for adults and 
composition for children. 
Music Therapy Sings! the 
1980s 
Planning has begun for our 
third annual Music Therapy 
Sings! concert-fundraiser.  
Mark your calendars for 
Tuesday, May 7, at The Bell 
House and don'’ stop 
believin’ in the power of 
music to highlight ability!   
Calling all volunteers 
If any of your students’ 
parents are interested in 
helping out at BKCM with 
events-related and 

administrative work, send 
them the link to this form. 
Just for reference... 

 1099s were mailed on 

January 31.  

 The BKCM academic 

calendar is here. 

 To book free studio time 

through Spaceworks, 
use the code 
bkcmfaculty18 when 

you check out. 

 If your studio needs a 

repair, the piano needs 
tuning, or you see 
another physical space 
that needs attention in 
the building (lightbulbs, 
clock batteries, paint, 
etc.), please fill out this 
form. 

 Need help with 

Paylocity? Email 

max.robb@bkcm.org 

Share your thoughts and 

concerns 

Looking for an avenue to 
share your ideas, concerns, 
or hopes? Feel free to reach 
out at any time to Alice 
Jones in the admin office 

(alice.jones@bkcm.org). 

Volume I, Issue 5 

[insert Groundhog Day joke 
here] because it’s February! 
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Join us for the Feature 
Friday concert with Emile 
Blondel and Lyndol 

Descant on February 8. 

And, we want to showcase 
and promote YOU on our 
social media platforms (over 
8,300 followers)—the great 
shows you have coming up, 
your album releases, your 

thoughts about music. Share any 
upcoming event details or info 
with Sydney Hill, our Marketing 
Associate 

(sydney.hill@bkcm.org). 
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Upcoming BKCM events Join us, bring a friend, and 
encourage your students to attend! (bkcm.org/events) 

Sessions: Alice Jones, Derin 

Öge, and Anneke Schaul-Yoder 

Mar 21—Play Practice: 
Professional Development 

Workshop for Music Educators 

Encourage your students to 
continue their musical 
development by attending any 

of these upcoming events! 

Feb 8—Feature Fridays with 
Emile Blondel and Lyndol 

Descant 

Feb 9—Brooklyn Conservatory 
Community Orchestra Gala: 
Swing! With Tahira Clayton 

(MP) 

Feb 23—Parlour Room 
Sessions: Author Amy Nathan, 
Making Time for Making Music: 
How to Bring Music into Your 

Busy Life 

Mar 8—Feature Fridays with 
Patricia Brennan, Frances 
Brodeur, Lyubov Mirzoyev, and 

Marta Sanchez 

Mar 16—Parlour Room 
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What do you do here at 

BKCM? 

I began working at BKCM in 
September 2014, teaching 
Suzuki private lessons, group 
classes, and theory. Before that, 
I taught in St. Petersburg, FL, 
for 14 years. In 2018 I became 
Coordinator of Teen Program in 
the Suzuki Division, which 
includes overseeing the Suzuki 
Ensembles: Praeludium Strings, 
led by Aaron Van Heyningin; 
Alberi Trio, coached by Jenna 
Girone-Virgilio; and Chamber 
Strings, which I lead. And in 
2019 I became Coordinator for 
Enrollment for the Suzuki 

Program. 

What’s your musical 

background?  

I was raised in a small town in 
Alabama, where I was the only 
kid playing the violin. Or any 
string instrument, for that 

matter. My mom drove me to 
weekly lessons and youth 
orchestra in Birmingham, which 
was 60 miles away! Shout out 

to my mom!!  

I grew up in musical 
household—my mother was a 
voice teacher and choral 

Trade secrets: Spotlight on Suzuki and teen 
programming with Ruth Klukoff 

Any concert event 

is a chance to 

deepen the impact 

of what happens 

in your studio! 

Apr 5—Feature Fridays with 

William Lang  

May 3—Feature Fridays with 
Ochion Jewell, Johanna Wu, and 

Jeong Lim Yang 

director. My three siblings and I 
grew up with voice lessons going 
on in the living room every 
afternoon after school... We 
learned all the standard 
repertoire and sang along from 
the kitchen while making snacks in 

the kitchen! 
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http://www.bkcm.org/events


Music Partners is 
BKCM’s biggest 

program, and this 
year we’re teaching 5,000 students at   

37 partner sites across Brooklyn, 
Queens, Manhattan, and the Bronx.  

How much teaching are we doing 
through this program? 721 weeks’ 

worth this school year! 

Did  you  know? 
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Thank you for being part of our BKCM family! 
Congratulations to everyone who was hired in the 

month of February… 

...5 years ago: Quinsin Nachoff (MP) 

...9 years ago: Jen Baker (MP) 

...13 years ago: Kirk Driscoll (CMS), Marthé Miller 

(Suzuki 

...17 years ago: Noah Haidu (CMS) 

...22 years ago: Alexandra Vasallo (MP) 

...23 years ago: Yoko Kimura-Yates (CMS) 

 

And members of administration who have been 
here for one year this month: Kyle Wilson 
(Registrar, Facilities, and CMS administration) 

and Sydney Hill (Marketing). 

Kudos! 

I spent summers attending 
music camps (Sewanee 
Summer Music Festival through 
high school) where I got my 
first dose of chamber music 
and big orchestral works. I 
spent two summers in college 
at Meadowmount, where I 
studied with Sally Thomas—a 

life-altering experience! 

Then, I received my B.M. in 
Violin Performance from 
Indiana University, studying 
violin with Paul Biss and 
chamber music with James 
Buswell. I’ve done Suzuki 
Institute teacher trainings with 
Ronda Cole, Edmund 
Sprunger, Ed Kreitman, 
Barbara Barber, Julia Hardie, 
Timothy Durbin, Tom Wermuth. 
And I did long-term Suzuki 
teacher training with Allen 
Lieb and Katherine Gerson at 
The School for Strings in 

Manhattan. 

What was the “aha” moment 
in your growth as a 

musician? 

What I discovered early on is 
that music is a language I 
understand.  It is both a 

WANT and a NEED!  

I want and need to 
experience music as a listener 

AND as a player.   

My biggest challenge as a student 
was taking a new piece with 
enormous technical challenges and 
finding a way to express what I 
felt musically with technical 
ease. This is what I aim to bring to 
my students over the course of a 
long-term relationship: the 
development of independence 
and accountability, along with the 
efficiency of practice techniques to 
master the mechanics and 

facilitate artistry.   

As an audience member, I am 
transported by performers who 
are communicating in a way that 
connects me to my own individual 

human experience.  

As a teacher, it can be easy to 
give, give, give. I seek balance in 
my life by attending live 
performances where my only role 
is to absorb and experience 

whatever it ignites in me. 

Could you tell us about the 
Suzuki Teen Program (which 

was launched in 2017)? 

My vision for the Teen Program's 
development is a program that 
not only connects the students of 
the piano/strings/guitar/flute 
departments socially, but that also 

connects them musically.   

The Suzuki String Ensembles 
were started last year to 
establish the social/musical 
foundation needed for the 
growth and development of 
our Teen Program in the years 

to come.    

I'm currently working to create 
chamber groups within each 
department and to ultimately 
have them collaborate with 
each other across 
departments. There are so 
many opportunities for our 
students to use their musical 
gifts to heighten awareness of 
social issues in and around 
NYC and to participate in 
creating the kind of community 

they want to live in.   

This spring our Teens will have 
the opportunity to attend 
concerts/performances 
together that are 
representative of a variety of 
uses of musical training… and 

of course we’ll eat!   

Anything else we should 

know about you? 

Oh geez, I am an expert at 

baking pound cake—lemon/

blueberry, chocolate, plain… 

Thanks again to my mother, 

Becky Conkle! 

Out and about 
Tahira Clayton (MP) is releasing a new album, 
Wait, Till Now with an album release party at 
Nublu 151 on February 28. Tickets are available 
here. The album will be available for digital 

download starting March 1. 

http://www.ticketfly.com/event/1811026/

