
Help us welcome our new 

registrar! 

There’s a new—and totally 
friendly—face at the 
Registrars’ Desk. Alex 
Selawsky-Group is a 
classically trained singer 
who graduated from 
Mannes and has been 
working at the Met Opera 
shop. She’s at the desk 
Wednesday through 
Sunday, so stop by and say 

hi. 

Summer professional 

development opportunity 

Carnegie Hall’s “Illuminate 
Great Teaching” summer 
music educators workshop 
takes place July 10-19, 
2019. Early registration for 
$75 ends April 30 (see 

here). 

Spring is old news  

Summer registration will 

open in April—the school 

year is almost over! And that 

means it’s time to start 

thinking about the Fall 

semester already. If you 

have changes to your 

schedule, needs, or 

availability, please 

communicate with your 

Program Director as soon as 

possible. 

BKCM Lobby Sessions 
Preparing your students for 
an upcoming performance 
or audition? Feel free to do 
an impromptu performance 
session in the lobby during 
their lesson. You’ll always 
have an appreciative and 
supportive audience as your 
students polish their 
repertoire.  
CMS Group classes 
If you teach group classes, 
attendance sheets will be in 
your mailboxes, and 
attendance must be taken at 
all group classes.  
Music Therapy Sings the 
1980s! 
Our third annual Music 
Therapy Sings! Gala takes 
place Tuesday, May 7, at 
The Bell House . Don’t stop 
believin’ in the power of 
music to highlight ability!   
Calling all volunteers 
If any of your students’ 
parents are interested in 
helping out at BKCM with 

events-related and 
administrative work, send 
them the link to this form. 
Just for reference... 

• The BKCM academic 

calendar is available 

here. 

• To book free studio time 

through Spaceworks, 
use the code 
bkcmfaculty18 when 

you check out. 

• If your studio needs a 
repair, the piano needs 
tuning, or you see 
another physical space 
that needs attention in 
the building (lightbulbs, 
clock batteries, paint, 
etc.), please fill out this 
form. 

• Need help with 

Paylocity? Email 

max.robb@bkcm.org 

Share your thoughts and 

concerns 

Looking for an avenue to 
share your ideas, concerns, 
or hopes? Feel free to reach 
out at any time to Alice 
Jones in the admin office 

(alice.jones@bkcm.org). 
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No fools here—it’s April! 
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Join us for the Feature 
Friday concert with Will 
Lang (MP) and Emilie 

Lesbros (CMS) on April 5. 

And, we want to showcase 
and promote YOU on our 
social media platforms (over 
8,300 followers)—the great 
shows you have coming up, 
your album releases, your 

thoughts about music. Share any 
upcoming event details or info 
with our Marketing Manager, 

martin.porter@bkcm.org). 
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Upcoming BKCM events Join us, bring a friend, and 
encourage your students to attend! (bkcm.org/events) 

and Special Education Part 
Two: Understanding Your 

Child’s Legal Rights 

May 3—Feature Fridays with 
Ochion Jewell, Johanna Wu, 

and Jeong Lim Yang 

May 5—Suzuki Festivals and 

Recitals 

May 7—Music Therapy Sings 

the 80s! Gala benefit 

Encourage your students to 
continue their musical 
development by attending any 

of these upcoming events! 

Apr 5—Feature Fridays with 
William Lang and Emilie 

Lesbros 

Apr 6—Family Concert Series: 

Meet the Chorus 

Apr 13—Suzuki Teen Honors 

Recital 

Apr 14—Anne Hoerning 

Scholarship Fund Recital 

Apr 18—Music Therapy Parent 
Talks. Turning 5: Kindergarten 
and Special Education Part 

One: Advocating for Your Child 

Apr 27—Parlour Room 

Sessions: Sugar Vendil 

Apr 28—Inside Out XII: Jessica 
Pavone String Quartet and 

James Brandon Lewis Trio 

May 2—Music Therapy Parent 
Talks. Turning 5: Kindergarten 
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Any concert event 

is a chance to 

deepen the impact 

of what happens 

in your studio! 

May 10—Suzuki Ensembles 

concert 

May 11—Connection Works: Erik 

Friedlander and WORKS 

Jun 1—Restorative Music 
Workshop: Sound Bath with Katie 

Down 

Jun 8—Connection Works: Wide 

Open 
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Apr 7 at 4:30pm—Nadine Grisar (MP) will be performing with the 
Jalopy Chorus at the Brooklyn Folk Festival, St. Anne’s Church, 157 
Montague Street 

Eight to 12 weeks of music 
therapy. Two to three months. 
Less than a semester.  
According to a research paper 
published in October 2018 in 
Translational Psychology by 
music therapy researchers at 

NYU, that’s all it takes to see 
marked changes in the 
functioning of the brains of 6-
12 year old children with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD).  
A defining feature of ASD is 
altered brain connectivity—how 
different regions of the brain 
connect to each other. The study 
is the first to demonstrate 
several of the benefits of music 
therapy for children with ASD 

via neuroscientific evidence. Its 
findings included increased 
neuroplasticity in the brains of 
children who received music 
therapy. They showed: 

• Increased resting-state 

brain functional 
connectivity between 
auditory and sub-cortical 
regions of the brain 

And: 

• Lowering of the 

connectivity between 
auditory and visual 
regions of the brain for 
children who received 
music therapy—this an 
area that is often over 
connected for children with 
ASD, who can experience 

Increased evidence for the effectiveness of 
music therapy for children with Autism 

Out and About 

sensory sensitivity that gets in 
the way of social 
communication 

Overall, the children who received 
music therapy demonstrated much 
higher communication scores than 
the control group. 

 
All of this confirms what we 
already see in our music therapy 
sessions at BKCM—that the 
challenges of living with ASD can 
make children disengaged in 
social settings but with guided 
music therapy sessions a child’s 
entire world can change. They can 
become much more likely to 
establish meaningful relationships 
with people around them and 
enhance their emotional empathy.  
 

http://www.bkcm.org/events
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6199253/


Composition 

The first cohort of BKCM’s 

Composition Club just wrapped 

up, and students got to hear 25 

of their new compositions 

performed and workshopped 

by a professional string trio. It 

was a fantastic learning 

experience all around. This club 

will keep growing, and anyone, 

whether they can read 

standard Western notation or 

not, is welcome to join! They’ll 

walk away with a deeper 

knowledge of music, an 

engraved and clean copy of 

their musical score, and the 

camaraderie of the creative 

process. 

Music theory 

Our newest music theory classes 

will be available for students of 

all ages and levels next year. 

Is that Autumn peeking around the corner? 

 

 

 

BKCM’s second-ever Annual Report is 
available now. Take a moment to be 
wowed by the stories, musical moments, 
and everything we accomplished together 
in 2018. 

It’s a great introduction to all the magical 
things that make our community what it is. 
As you flip through the pages, you’ll see 
familiar faces, learn about other programs, 
and maybe wonder how we get it all done. 
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Thank you for being part of our 
BKCM family! Congratulations to 
everyone who was hired in the 

month of April… 

...1 year ago: Charlotte Greve 

Spread the word to your students 

who may be interested. 

New software is coming 

The Registration team is busy 

behind the scenes preparing for a 

transition to a new registration 

software. Watch your email for a 

primer for what to expect, 

questions your students may ask, 

and the benefits of tackling our IT 

infrastructure.  

(CMS), Erik Gundel (MT), Lesley 
Mok (CMS), Jeonglim Yang 

(CMS) 

...2 years ago: Shayna 

Dulberger (Suzuki) 

Kudos! 

...5 years ago: Aaron Van 

Heyningen (Suzuki) 

And Michal Mechlovitz, who 
joined the administrative team 6 

years ago. 

Congratulations to Dorothy 
Savitch and Music Partners 
teaching artists Jen Baker, David 
Bertrand, Peter Brainin (not 

Music Partners Festival 2019 

pictured), Tahira Clayton, Brian 
Floody, Amos Gabia, Ochion 
Jewell, Alicia Rau, and John Yao 
and all of our Music Partners 

faculty for a beautiful and joyful 
student performances at the 7th 
Annual Music Partners Festival 

on March 23. 

Have you seen it? 

https://bkcm.org/wp-content/uploads/BKCM%20Annual%20Report%20Online%202018.pdf
https://bkcm.org/wp-content/uploads/BKCM Annual Report Online 2018.pdf

