
Hello, summer! 

Summer registration is 

open—the school year is 

almost over! And that means 

it’s time to start thinking 

about the Fall semester 

already. If you have 

changes to your schedule, 

needs, or availability, 

please communicate with 

your Program Director as 

soon as possible. 

Discounted opera tickets 

The Society of the Americas 

is presenting the NYC 

premiere of Claude Vivier’s 

chamber opera Kopernikus 

in Brooklyn and has offered 

$10 tickets to all BKCM 

faculty, students, and 

families. Tickets are 

available here: May 15 and 

May 16. 

BKCM Lobby Sessions 

Preparing your students for 
an upcoming performance 
or audition? Use the lobby 
for an impromptu 
performance during their 
lesson. You’ll always have 
an appreciative and 
supportive audience of staff 

and parents as your students 

polish their repertoire.  

CMS Group classes 

Group class attendance 
sheets will be in your 
mailboxes, and attendance 
must be taken at all group 

classes.  

Music theory 

Our newest CMS music 

theory classes will be 

available for students of all 

ages and levels next year. 

Spread the word! 

New software is coming 

The Registration team is 

busy behind the scenes 

preparing for a transition to 

a new registration software. 

Watch your email for a 

primer for what to expect, 

questions your students may 

ask, and the benefits of 

tackling our IT infrastructure.  

Music Therapy Sings the 

1980s! 

Our third annual Music 
Therapy Sings! Gala takes 
place Tuesday, May 7, at 
The Bell House. Don’t stop 
believin’ in the power of 

music to highlight ability!   

Calling all volunteers 

If any of your students’ 
parents are interested in 
helping out at BKCM with 
events-related and 
administrative work, send 

them the link to this form. 

Just for reference... 

 The BKCM academic 

calendar is available 

here. 

 To book free studio time 

through Spaceworks, use 
the code bkcmfaculty18 

when you check out. 

 If your studio needs a 

repair, the piano needs 
tuning, or you see another 
physical space that needs 
attention in the building 
(lightbulbs, clock 
batteries, paint, etc.), 

please fill out this form. 

 Need help with Paylocity? 

Email 

max.robb@bkcm.org 

We want to hear from you! 

Looking for an avenue to 
share your ideas, concerns, 
or hopes? Feel free to reach 
out at any time to Alice 
Jones in the admin office 

(alice.jones@bkcm.org). 
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In beautiful May, when the buds 
sprang, love sprang up in my heart... 
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Join us for the next Feature 
Friday concert with Ochion 
Jewell (MP), Johanna Wu 
(CMS), and Jeong Lim Yang 

(CMS) on May 3. 

And, we want to showcase 
and promote YOU on our 
social media platforms (over 
8,300 followers)—the great 

shows you have coming up, your 
album releases, your thoughts 
about music. Share any 
upcoming event details or info 
with our Marketing Manager, 

martin.porter@bkcm.org). 

Upcoming events 2 

Out and About 2 

Trade Secrets: Music Therapy 2-3 

Did you know? 4 

Kudos 4 

Inside this issue: 

Mark your calendars and get social! 

@brooklynconservatory 

@brooklynconservatory 

@bkconservatory 

http://online.as-coa.org/as-coa/new-york/culture/mus-2019-kopernikus-5-15-2019-nonmember-special
http://online.as-coa.org/as-coa/new-york/culture/mus-2019-kopernikus-5-16-2019-nonmember-special
https://bkcm.org/volunteer-at-bkcm/
https://bkcm.org/calendar/
https://goo.gl/forms/6nbiZIjnqIFAPEk13


Upcoming BKCM events Join us, bring a friend, and 
encourage your students to attend! (bkcm.org/events) 

May 31—Suzuki Family 

Cocktail Party 

Jun 1—Restorative Music 
Workshop: Sound Bath with 

Katie Down 

Jun 8—Connection Works: 

Wide Open 

Jun 9—Suzuki Recitals and 

Piano Festival 

Encourage your students to 
continue their musical 
development by attending 
any of these upcoming 

events! 

May 2—Music Therapy 
Parent Talks. Turning 5: 
Kindergarten and Special 
Education Part Two: 
Understanding Your Child’s 

Legal Rights 

May 3—Feature Fridays 
with Ochion Jewell, 
Johanna Wu, and Jeong 

Lim Yang 

May 5—Suzuki Festivals and 

Recitals 

May 7—Music Therapy Sings 

the 80s! Gala benefit 

May 10—Suzuki Ensembles 

concert 

May 11—Connection Works: 

Erik Friedlander and WORKS 
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Any concert event 

is a chance to 

deepen the impact 

of what happens 

in your studio! 

Jun 16—BCCO performs Gustav 
Mahler’s Symphony No. 4 at 

Congregation Beth Elohim 

Jun 21—Yoko Yates recital 
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May 3—Michele Temple in 
“Both Sides Now: The Music of 
Joni Mitchell” at Irondale 
Center 
May 4—Michele Temple in 
“Both Sides Now: The Music of 
Joni Mitchell” at Irondale 
Center 
May 4—Yoko Yates recital at 
Greenwich House Music School 
May 5—Will Lang with 
loadbang at Areté Gallery 

Out and About 

Trade secrets: Spotlight on music therapy (and 
CMS!) with Mariana Aslan 

Mariana Aslan is one of the 
few faculty members at 
BKCM who has found a 
home in more than one 
department. Some days, 
she’s a teacher in the CMS, 
others she’s a music 
therapist, both onsite and in 

our community programs. 
Some days, she does both! 
 
Can you describe your 
musical journey—how did 
you get here at BKCM? 
I’ve been working here for a 
very long time! Around 12 

May 29—Jacob Sacks and Mike 
McGinnis at Weill Recital Hall at 
Carnegie Hall 
 
You can also catch CMS Director 
Brian Drye performing with 
Hadestown on Broadway. 
 
Tom Swafford (CMS), right) was 
recently featured in a photo 
essay by Tyler Blodgett 

(www.tylyerblodgett.com) 

http://www.bkcm.org/events
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years, I think. I started 
teaching ear training and 
music theory, then added 
voice lessons. My first 
degree is in choral 
conducting (I graduated in 
Argentina). Then I moved to 
NY and got a master's in 
classical voice performance, 
and later a master's in music 
therapy. I then did a post-
grad certification in Nordoff
-Robbins music therapy. 
Once I graduated from 
NYU, I joined the music 
therapy department. 
 
There were several “aha” 
moments in my learning—
one was the realization that 
our voice is a big part of our 
identity, which led me to 
study music therapy. Another 
was experiencing through 
my musical life how 
transcending it is to sing/
make music with other 
people—it defines our 
“humanness” and it takes us 
to a plane where very few 
other things can. 
 
What does being a 
musician mean to you?  
Being a musician makes me 
feel whole. It lets me connect 
with people at another level, 
and it lets me inhabit a huge 
range of emotions. It 
provides me a sense of 
beauty—in a very wide 
sense. 
 
I think the possibility to enter 
a flow is the most rewarding 
thing about music. Also, the 
ability to facilitate people 

to be moved, comforted, 
stretched by it. At present, I 
find it hard to have time to 
make music for myself—
even though I know how 
good making music makes 
me feel, it gets very busy! 
 
Let’s talk about success. 
What does that mean in 
your vocal studio?  
Many people have the idea 
that technique—vocal and in 
general—is something 
restraining. My idea is that 
vocal technique is liberating, 
because it provides you the 
freedom to make choices—
your scope is wider and you 
can choose to sing something 
in many different ways. I 
also aim for my students to 
enjoy singing! My students 
gain knowledge about and 
awareness of their bodies 
and how to use them to 
express themselves vocally. I 
like to think that I help my 
students open a door for 
them to venture. 
 
How is that different from 
“success” in your clinical 
therapy work?  
My main goal is to promote 
growth, development, and 
realization through music, 
and to help people enjoy 
musical experiences. My 
clients expand their horizon 
and experience themselves 
in meaningful musical 
interactions. I try to see what 
clients do as a musical 
invitation and I aim for us to 
share that experience and 
expand it together. 

 

How do your two roles at 
BKCM—teacher and 
therapist—complement or 
inform each other?  
My work as a voice teacher 
led me to study music 
therapy, because I saw the 
internal emotional shift that 
vocal work produced in 
people. Now there’s an 
overlap because I’m doing 
vocal work in the music 
therapy department. Even 
though both jobs have some 
things in common, my music 
therapy jobs can be intense, 
so the lessons are a change 
of pace. 
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Trade secrets with Mariana Aslan, 
continued from page 2 



Open doors and inclusivity have been part of 
BKCM’s mission since Day One. Or, at least 
since 1910, which is when the course 
catalogue where we found this disclaimer was 
published! 

Thank you for being part of our 
BKCM family! Congratulations to 
everyone who was hired in the 

month of May… 

...4 years ago: Yuliya 

Higginbotham (Suz) 

...5 years ago: Ann McCormack 

(CMS), Erich Schoen-René (Suz) 

...8 years ago: Toby Williams 

(MT Program Director) 

...9 years ago: Todd O’Connor 

Kudos! 

(MT) 

...16 years ago: Rene Dennis 

(CMS) 

...23 years ago: Cleave Guyton 

(CMS) 

Did you know? 

58 7th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 
718.622.3300 

Transforming lives and 

building community through 

the expressive, educational 

and therapeutic powers of 

music 

Suzuki string, guitar, and flute students at their Spring Recitals, April 2019  

Faculty, back row (L to R): Junko Nagai, Michele Horner,  Ti Chung, Ali Kang, Shayna Dulberger, 

Katty Mayorga, James Ilgenfritz, Jenna Girone-Virgilio, Julianne Carney-Chung, Ruth Klukoff 


