
What’s your favorite song? 

The Marketing Department 
is creating new signage for 
the building inspired by our 
community’s favorite pieces 
of music. Submit your votes 
by June 7: bkcm.org/

yoursong  

New grant awards 

BKCM received grant 
awards in May from the 
Pinkerton Foundation (Music 
Partners), Hyde and Watson 
Foundation (Recital Hall 
improvements), and New 
York State Assembly 
Member JoAnne Simon. 
These are a strong 
affirmation of all the great 
work our faculty does in all 
of our programs, and we’re 
grateful for the chance to 
make BKCM even stronger 

with this support. 

Hello, summer! 

Summer registration is open, 

the school year is almost 

over, and that means fall 

registration is right around 

the corner! Suzuki 

registration opens June 5 

and CMS opens June 13. All 

families will complete a 

registration survey sent to 

them via email starting the 

first week of June. 

BKCM Lobby Sessions 

Use the lobby for an 
impromptu performance to 
help your students prepare 
for an upcoming recital or 
audition. You’ll always have 
an appreciative and 
supportive audience of staff 
and parents as your students 

polish their repertoire.  

Music theory 

Our newest CMS music 

theory classes will be 

available for students of all 

ages and levels next year. 

Spread the word! 

CMS Group classes 

Please remember to take 
attendance at all group 

classes.  

New software is coming 
The Registration team is 
busy behind the scenes 
preparing for a transition to 
a new registration software. 
Watch your email for a 
primer for what to expect, 
questions your students may 
ask, and the benefits of 
upgrading our IT 

infrastructure. 

Calling all volunteers 

If any of your students’ 
parents are interested in 
providing events-related 
and administrative work, 
send them the link to this 

form. 

Just for reference... 

 The BKCM academic

calendar is available

here.

 To book free studio time

through Spaceworks, use
the code bkcmfaculty18

when you check out.

 If you see a physical

space that needs
attention in the building
(lightbulbs, clock
batteries, paint, etc.),

please fill out this form.

 Need Paylocity help?

Email

max.robb@bkcm.org

We want to hear from you! 

Looking for an avenue to 
share your ideas, concerns, 
or hopes? Feel free to reach 
out at any time 

(alice.jones@bkcm.org). 
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Spring being a tough act to 
follow, God created June.  
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Join us June 22 for our Third 
Annual World Refugee Day 
Festival, with performances 
by Arturo O’Farrill, Amos 

Gabia (MP), and more!  

And, we want to showcase 
and promote YOU on our 
social media platforms (over 
8,300 followers)—the great 

shows you have coming up, your 

album releases, your thoughts 

about music. Share any 

upcoming event details or info 

with our Marketing Assistant, 
erin.gallagher@bkcm.org). 
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Upcoming BKCM events Join us, bring a friend, and 
encourage your students to attend! (bkcm.org/events) 

Jun 8—Connection Works: 

Wide Open 

Jun 9—Suzuki Recitals and 

Piano Festival 

Jun 16—Exploring the 

Metropolis: Kate Gentile 

Jun 16—BCCO performs 
Gustav Mahler’s Symphony No. 

Encourage your students to 
continue their musical 
development by attending any 

of these upcoming events! 

Jun 2—Brooklyn Conservatory 

Chorale: A Glorious Finale 

Jun 7—Music Therapy on-site 

recital 
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Any concert event 

is a chance to 

deepen the impact 

of what happens 

in your studio! 

4 at Congregation Beth Elohim 

Jun 21—Yoko Yates recital 

Jun 22—Third Annual World 

Refugee Day Festival 

Jun 25—Brooklyn Harmonics 

Spring Concerts: Joyride 
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Trade secrets: Spotlight on Music Partners 
with Tahira Clayton 

Tahira Clayton is a Music Partners 
teaching artist who leads choral 
programs at PS 246 (Bronx), PS 
118 Maurice Sendak School, Park 
Slope Center for Successful Aging. 
What’s your musical background 
or training?  
I am a jazz vocalist by trade and 
degree. While many people were 
listening to Kids Bop, I was 
devouring Manhattan Transfer 
records. Good music has always 
been a part of my soundscape. 
Stevie Wonder, the Jackson 5, 

Take 6, the Gap Band, etc. were 
always present, but there was 
something about ensemble jazz 
singing that really tickled my 
young fancy. I knew at 10 years 
old that I wanted to attend the 
University of North Texas jazz 
program—never entertained 
another school for undergrad! I 
am honored to have completed 
my degree in the jazz studies 
program from North Texas in 
2015. 
 

http://www.bkcm.org/events
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Thank you for being part of our 
BKCM family! Congratulations to 
everyone who was hired in the 

month of June… 

...4 years ago: Katty Mayorga 

(Suzuki), Jessie Snoke (Suzuki) 

...6 years ago: Jeong-Hwa Park 

(Suzuki) 

...9 years ago: Christina Sterrett 

(MT) 

 

Kudos! 

And our Controller, Shameeza 
Chandarpal, who joined the 
team in 2015, and events staff 
member Jake Henry, who’s 
been greeting guests and 

moving equipment since 2015. 

How long have you been 
working at BKCM? What do you 
do? 
I’ve been at the Conservatory 
since September of 2016. I work 
under the ever spectacular 
Dorothy Savitch in the Music 
Partners Program. I teach 
primarily chorus. Most of my 
teaching is done in the public 
school system as an afterschool 
type program, but I have a senior 
choir as well. 
 
What does being a musician 
mean to you?  
Being a musician, to me, is the 
ultimate form of freedom. To play 
music is to experience joy. To live 
and breathe that joy by choice is 
freedom.  
The most rewarding thing is 
probably hearing something I 
wrote or arranged finally played 
live in the way that I intended/
heard it all along. I love being 
able to share with other musicians 
when the music finally comes off of 
the page and springs to life. The 
most challenging is getting those 
songs and arrangements 
finished—ha! 
 
What’s your teaching 
philosophy? 
I would describe myself as avant-
garde, but my students would 
probably just call me whacky! I try 
to think of out of the box ways to 
teach concepts. I find that when I'm 
“out of the box,” my students 
usually follow suit and this does 
wonders for trust and 

Tahira Clayton on stage at the Music Partners Festival 2019. Photo 

credit: Rathkopf Photography 

participation. I believe in and try 
to establish communities in every 
classroom I step into knowing that I 
am not only teaching music but life 
skills, person to person skills. 
Before every rehearsal begins, I 
start with a question of the day 
and group breathing/meditation 
exercise, encouraging my students 
to open themselves up to the 
beauty of the music we're going to 
create. My hope is that when each 
student leaves my class they feel 
supported and as if they have 
learned something, created 
something, and felt really 
incredible about themselves while 
they did it.  
 
The definition of success changes 
daily and depends on the class. 
Usually, if we are able to have an 
intelligent conversation about 

WHAT the music is about, I feel as 
if I’ve accomplished something big. 
Those conversations really do seep 
into the music and encourage more 
active participation from the 
students in wanting to learn notes 
and rhythms and vocab. My 
students accomplish varied 
repertoire in different styles, 
moods, and can usually give 
pretty in-depth analysis. I feel as 
if my main job is to support the 
overall growth of my students as 
good, functioning humans in 
society through music.  
 
Overall, I'm hoping that I'm 
inspiring a new generation of 
empathetic thinkers and music 
makers. I don’t know that that's 
considered special, but I’m happy 
to be doing what I do.  
 

Trade secrets with Tahira Clayton, 
continued from page 2 



58 7th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 
718.622.3300 

Transforming lives and 

building community through 

the expressive, educational 

and therapeutic powers of 

music 

BKCM has always been a place of growth, even 
from our first years! Here are some stats from 1909: Did you know? 

A music therapy student Amoako on stage at the Music Therapy Sings the 80s! Gala, May 2019. 

Photo credit: Rathkopf Photography 


