
The Brooklyn Conservatory of Music Announces Second Annual Jazz
Leaders Fellowship Recipients

Musicians Melvis Santa and Jasmine Wilson to be Celebrated on
July 8

June 28, 2022/Brooklyn, NY – Brooklyn Conservatory of Music (BKCM) announces the
selection of Melvis Santa and Jasmine Wilson as recipients of the second annual Jazz
Leaders Fellowship (JLF).  Santa and Wilson were selected from a highly competitive
pool of applicants. The two gifted musicians will be welcomed to their new roles at a
cocktail reception in the BKCM Garden on July 8.

The JLF initiative is made possible by the generous support of BKCM Board member
Daniel DiPietro and his wife, Alexis. The fellowship comes with a $12,500 award and
provides Santa and Wilson with opportunities to work closely with the BKCM students
and faculty. The fellowship, which runs from August 2022 through July 2023, was
conceived by Daniel DiPietro and developed by the Jazz Leaders Fellowship
Committee, led by musician and educator Fay Victor. Last year’s inaugural recipients
were Jordyn Davis (composer, vocalist, songwriter, multi-instrumentalist) and
Charenée Wade (singer, composer, arranger, educator.)

The Jazz Leaders Fellowship provides Black women and Black non-binary jazz
musicians with resources to further develop their craft and pursue projects that advance
their careers.



Since being honored, both of last year’s winners went on to successful and productive
years. Charenée Wade went on to a two-week Artist in Residency stint at Bard College,
where she co-created two projects that were performed at the Summerscape Festival at
Fisher Center. She completed a six-week tour with IMG Artists performing a tribute to
Billie Holiday, Bessie Smith, and Nina Simone. Wade was featured in Bryan Carter's
Jazz at Pride Celebration at Dizzy's Club at Jazz at Lincoln Center, and also led a vocal
jazz workshop for students in the jazz and voice program at BKCM. Currently, she is
preparing to self-release her 3rd album. She remarks, "I was so humbled and thankful to
be honored by Brooklyn Conservatory. Through their kindness and support, it is clear
how much BKCM cares about keeping this music alive through education and by
nurturing artists.”

Reflecting on her experience as a Jazz Leaders Fellow, Jordyn Davis said, “It was a
fantastic honor to be one of the first people honored by the Brooklyn Conservatory of
Music’s Jazz Foundation. I was welcomed by the entire BKCM community - parents,
students, and teachers alike.”  Davis went on to perform a six-night residency at NYC’s
54 Below with the esteemed Brian Stokes Mitchell, was an Afro Latin Jazz Orchestra
finalist, gave a talk at the renowned Berklee College of Music, and received a grant from
New Music USA. She’s also about to self-release her first album.

"We are thrilled to announce our second cohort of BKCM’s Jazz Leader Fellowship
honorees,” said BKCM Executive Director Chad Cooper. “BKCM is dedicated to
nurturing rising generations of Black women and non-binary leaders in jazz. We are
grateful to Daniel and Alexis DiPietro for their vision and continued support of this
program.  Thank you as well to Fay Victor and our esteemed panelists for leading this
year’s adjudication process. Welcome Jasmine and Melvis! We are honored to have
you join the BKCM JLF community.”

"It has been thrilling to help shape the Jazz Leaders Fellowship at BKCM for a second
year. The JLF fellows are a wonderful, and growing community of extraordinarily gifted
Black women and nonbinary jazz artists," said JLF Committee Chair Fay Victor. “I
have been amazed by the talent in our applicant pool, and could not be more excited for
the year ahead for Melvis and Jasmine. Congrats as well to Jordyn and Charenée, our
inaugural JLF fellows. Thank you for sharing your vision and talent with the BKCM
community this past year.”

"The Jazz Leaders Fellowship is an important investment in the craft and the
professional growth of emerging Black women and nonbinary jazz musicians,” said
Daniel DiPietro. “It’s only in its second year, but we’ve already seen how the financial
and organizational support of this fellowship can provide the space and the resources
for our JLF fellows to create original work and continue their professional growth.”

https://newmusicusa.org/


BKCM’s Community Music School Director Brian Drye continues, "One of the most
exciting things to witness is the interaction between the JLF fellows and BKCM’s middle
and high school jazz students. The JLF recipients become instant role models, mentors
and sources of inspiration for this younger generation of aspiring jazz musicians. The
opportunity to bring musicians, active in the field, at this level is such an important part
of jazz education.”

“What an honor this is,” said Melvis Santa. “Being a member of the Brooklyn
Conservatory of Music community and helping to further great music and the example
of inclusion for future generations of artists is an important step in my career as a
musician and a mentor. I look forward to working with the students and faculty of
BKCM.”

“With a focus on the education of the next generation,” said Jasmine Wilson, “this
honor proves to be a significant one. Representation is an enormous part of learning,
and by working with the faculty and students of BKCM, I know we can make a
difference, all while making great music.”

In addition to monetary support, the recipients will be empowered and aided in their
paths toward music leadership through several opportunities with BKCM. Throughout
the period of the fellowship (August 2022 – July 2023), recipients will be invited to teach
a master class or workshop for BKCM and be eligible for other paid teaching
opportunities at BKCM or one of its affiliates; lead performances at or connected to
BKCM (supported by additional funding); access BKCM’s rehearsal spaces; and receive
mentorship and general support from BKCM faculty and staff.

About Melvis Santa

Melvis Santa is a multi-disciplinary singer, creative pianist, composer, actress, educator,
and cultural ambassador who has spent the last two decades performing and teaching
worldwide with an emphasis on folk arts education. Born and raised in Havana, Cuba,
Melvis came to performance early through her family lineage and various cultural
traditions. As a bandleader, she has performed with her bands Ashedi, Ellas-Son,
Melvis Santa Quartet, and La Rumba de Santa at  Birdland, Minton’s, the Jazz Gallery,
Bronx Museum, Lincoln Center, The Jazz  Museum in Harlem, and Aaron Davis Hall.
Melvis is a member of Kenny  Garrett’s Sextet playing keyboards, percussion, and
singing at Detroit, Pittsburgh, and Mid-Atlantic Jazz Festivals, Blue Note New York, and
many other venues across the US.

About Jasmine Wilson



Jasmine Wilson is a singer, composer, poet, educator, and producer who combines jazz
and classical music with free improvisation and poetry. Jasmine is a Dream Unfinished
Activist Orchestra member, singing in concerts for Lincoln Center, Carnegie Hall,
Metropolitan Museum of Art, the DiMenna Center for Classical Music, the Jamaica
Center for Arts and Learning, the Brooklyn Public Library, the Queens Museum, and the
Center for Constitutional Rights. She is half of the improvisation-based musical duo
Chez Cherie with pianist Joey Chang. Jasmine has performed and collaborated with
artists such as composer/musicians Aakash Mittal, Anjna Swaminathan, Joel Ross,
Maria Grand, Sean Mayes, and Stephan Crump. Internationally, she has appeared with
Canadian funk/R&B bands What It Is, the Morphtet, Freak Motif, and Kalmunity.

About the Brooklyn Conservatory of Music

The Brooklyn Conservatory of Music aims to transform lives and build community
through the expressive, educational and therapeutic powers of music. BKCM’s Park
Slope home offers private music lessons, group classes, ensembles and music therapy.
Through its community engagement programs, BKCM brings high-quality music
education and music therapy to thousands of students and clients at public schools and
community-based organizations across the city's five boroughs. BKCM strives to be a
safe, affirming and inclusive place for all people to come together and experience
learning, joy, creativity and healing through music.

For More Information, please contact –
Tracy Zamot, tracy.zamot@bkcm.org

For more information visit bkcm.org
Follow the Brooklyn Conservatory of Music on social media:

@brooklynconservatory on Instagram and Facebook
@bkconservatory on Twitter

https://bkcm.org/events/

