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Dear Friends,
What an incredible time to be at the Brooklyn Conservatory of 
Music! Spend a day here and you can feel the energy — of students 
of all ages and skill levels engaged in learning every major 
instrument, of music therapy clients discovering new talents 
and abilities, of players in our jazz, chamber, bluegrass, klezmer 
and brass ensembles making music together.

Every day at BKCM we are working to strengthen our 
organization on behalf of our incredible community of students, 
families and faculty, and finding new ways to bring music 
education and music therapy to neighborhoods and populations 
that are often overlooked by our city’s largest cultural and 
educational institutions.

One example: Last spring, adult members of our accomplished 
Brooklyn Conservatory Community Orchestra visited P.S. 971 
in Sunset Park, the site of one of our in-school Music Partners 
programs. As P.S. 971’s fourth and fifth graders performed 
Beethoven’s Ode to Joy on the flute, clarinet, saxophone and 
guitar for their year-end concert, they were accompanied by the orchestra,  
making for a one-of-a-kind performance that was inspiring for everyone involved.

Among our major accomplishments this past year:

�� We expanded the number of students we reach through our various divisions to 7,000 —  
an increase of 1,000 students, or 16 percent over the prior academic year.

�� Our ensemble scene is flourishing, with several new additions including Bluegrass Jam,  
Jazz Explorers and Brooklyn Harmonics.

�� We hosted more than 200 concerts, recitals and community events, including our Winter and Spring 
Recital Weeks, a dizzying schedule of performances showcasing our students’ achievements and  
our teachers’ extraordinary commitment.

�� We forged and expanded partnerships with leading cultural and social justice institutions,  
including Brooklyn Museum, WQXR, Brooklyn Children’s Museum, Spaceworks, CAMBA  
and Catholic Charities (to name a few).

�� We strengthened the financial footing of our organization, broadening our donor base to 899 donors 
(from 500 a year ago) and growing our earned and contributed revenue over FY 2017 by 10.8% and 
17.7%, respectively. We also made critical investments in our facilities and infrastructure while 
working to retain our excellent faculty through wage and benefit improvements.

BKCM is thriving, and people are starting to notice. It has been thrilling to see our efforts 
recognized with articles in The Wall Street Journal, Bloomberg, Fast Company and Stanford 
Business magazine.

My deepest thanks for your support. Please know that the accomplishments highlighted in these 
pages would not have been possible without all of you.

CHAD COOPER
Executive Director

A Message from

Sincerely,

Photo by Cole W
ilson
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BY THE NUMBERS

of our students live  
at or below the  
poverty level

74%

instruments

7
Suzuki pedagogy

offered in 

Parents who have 
learned alongside 

their children

240
240

Students 
learning  
an instrument

Faculty  
members
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EVENTS

MUSIC 
THERAPY

MUSIC 
PARTNERS

COMMUNITY 
MUSIC SCHOOL

Our 200+ events each 
year inspire, celebrate 

and broaden  
our community 

Clinically trained professionals 
use the therapeutic powers of 

music to address clients’ needs

One of the largest providers  
of music education in New  

York City public schools

Brooklyn’s top 
destination for the 

Suzuki method

SUZUKI  
PROGRAM

Private lessons and group 
classes in every major  

musical instrument

800
Students

8,900 
 hours

 of active music  
making-based  

therapy sessions

6 Curated  
concert 
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36 Program  
sites

16
Credentialed  

music 
therapists
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Students shined  

at recitals in 2018
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BY THE NUMBERS

Average annual practice 
time of second-year 

Suzuki students

183 hours

Weight of candy handed out  
at our Con-Spook-atory event  
and Haunted! family concert

2,620 oz.

BY THE NUMBERS

Suzuki students  
practiced every  

single day in 2018

Faculty 
members

59 27

Ensembles & 
 chamber groups

22Age difference
 between youngest  
& oldest students

80 years

6 Schools
use our “Ready Readers”  
ESL & literacy curriculum

137
Musicians  

performed at  
our House Party

4,000
STUDENTS

1,500
CLIENTS CITYWIDE

6
parent talks &  

   info sessions

FREE 40
SITES

1,150 children 
tried out musical instruments at  

our Instrument Petting Zoos
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BROOKLYN
 1. The Brooklyn Conservatory of Music 

Home of the Community Music School, 
the Suzuki program and the on-site 
Music Therapy program

 2. Old First Nursery School Early 
Childhood Music and Movement

 3. Park Slope Center for Successful Aging 
Seniors Chorus

 4. PS 10 Magnet School for Science and 
Technology Recorder

 5. PS 118 The Maurice Sendak 
Community School Band, chorus

 6. PS 372 The Children’s School Band
 7. PS 282 Early Childhood Music 

and Movement, recorder, ukulele, 
percussion

 8. Brooklyn Community Services  
Adults with developmental disabilities

 9. PS 321 William Penn Early Childhood 
Music and Movement, violin, band

 10. Extreme Kids and Crew at PS 15 
Children with developmental delays and 
autism spectrum disorders

 11. Helen Keller Preschool Early Childhood 
Music and Movement

 12. PS 29 John M. Harrigan Band
 13. Warren Street Development Center 

Neurotypical youth in underserviced 
communities

 14. PS 372 @ 113 Children with autism 
spectrum disorders

 15. PS 58 Afterschool string ensemble
 16. PS 24 Brooklyn Recorder, percussion
 17. PS 971 School of Math, Science, and 

Healthy Living Children with attention 
deficit disorders

 18. PS 102 The Bay View School Children 
with developmental delays and visual 
impairments

 19. PS 230 Doris L. Cohen Violin, band
 20. Harmony Services Adults with 

developmental delays
 21. PS 131 Recorder, percussion, band
 22. Sunny Skies Borough Park Early 

Childhood Music and Movement
 23. Human Care Services Adults with 

developmental delays
 24. PS 112 Lefferts Park Violin
 25. PS 686 Brooklyn School of Inquiry 

Early Childhood Music and Movement
 26. HASC Men’s 63rd Street Adults with 

developmental delays
 27. Hand in Hand Dayhab Adults with 

developmental delays

 28. Otsar Adults with developmental delays
 29. PS 217 Colonel David Marcus Early 

Childhood Music and Movement, violin, 
ukulele, musical theatre, trumpet

 30. Imagine Academy Children with  
autism spectrum disorders

 31. IVDU Lower School - Girls Girls with 
developmental delays

 32. IVDU Upper School -Girls Adolescent 
girls with developmental delays

 33. Jewish Union Foundation Adults with 
developmental delays

 34. MS 246 Whitman Middle School 
(CAMBA) Neurotypical youth in 
underserviced communities

 35. PS 139 Alexine A. Fenty Neurotypical 
youth in underserviced communities 
with emotional, behavioral and learning 
challenges

 36. PS 153 Homecrest Ready Readers
 37. Reach for the Stars Learning Center 

Children and Adolescents with autism 
spectrum disorders

 38. Adult Resources Center Adults with 
developmental disabilities

 39. PS 114 Ryder Elementary Neurotypical 
youth in underserviced communities

 40. Sunny Skies Prospect Heights Early 
Childhood Music and Movement

 41. PS 3 Neurotypical youth in 
underserviced communities

 42. PS 396 @ 289 Children with autism 
spectrum disorders

 43. FirstStepNYC Early Childhood Music 
and Movement

 44. Flagstone Family Center  
Homeless youth

 45. PS 396 Ramon E. Betances School 
Children with autism spectrum disorders 
and physical disabilities

 46. Hudde Middle School Adolescents  
with emotional, behavioral and  
learning challenges

 47. PS 361 East Flatbush Early Childhood 
School Neurotypical youth in 
underserviced communities

 48. PS 89 Cypress Hills Band
 49. Vista Academy Band
 50. IVDU Boys School Adolescent boys 

with developmental delays
 51. Janice Marie Knight Early Childhood 

Music and Movement
 52. Emmanuel Montessori Early Childhood 

Music and Movement
 53. PS 16 Leonard Dunkly Violin, clarinet
 54. PS 34 Oliver H. Perry Ukulele

 BRONX
 55. PS 246 Poe Center Percussion, chorus

MANHAT TAN
 56. Chrystie Street School-Age Child Care 

Center Ready Readers
 57. PS 124 The Yung Wing School 

Ready Readers
 58. PS 2 Meyer London Ready Readers
 59. Cooke Center Grammar School 

Children with developmental delays, 
including autism spectrum disorders

 60. Ohel Bais Ezra Adults with 
developmental delays

 61. Cooke Center Academy (High School) 
Adolescents with developmental delays, 
including autism spectrum disorders

 62. PS 130 Hernando De Soto  
Ready Readers

 63. Happy Hour 4 Kids Children with 
developmental delays

 64. Manhattan Children’s Center  
Children with autism spectrum disorders

 65. Cooke Center SKILLS Program Young 
adults with developmental delays, 
including autism spectrum disorders

 66. PS 41 Early Childhood Music  
and Movement

QUEENS
 67. PS 384 Early Childhood Music  

and Movement  
 68. Jackson Development Center - West 

Neurotypical youth in underserviced 
communities with developmental 
delays, social-emotional challenges and 
attention deficit disorders

 69. Jackson Development Center - Main 
Neurotypical youth in underserviced 
communities with developmental 
delays, social-emotional challenges and 
attention deficit disorders

OUR PRESENCE IN NEW YORK CITY
Music Education and Music Therapy in all Five Boroughs

15

9
3

4

5

12

kiranahluwalia

11

6

53

48

43

36
25

24

29

19
21

17

71

70

75

22

40

66
5756

58

2
1

16

49

54

61

51

73

7
76

67

kiranahluwalia

52

64. Cooke Center SKILLS Program Young Adults  with developmental delays, including autism spectrum disorders
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MUSIC THERAPY
MUSIC PARTNERS

 70. PS 20 John Bowne 
Ready Readers

 71. PS 24 Andrew Jackson 
Violin, chorus

 72. PS 129 Patricia Larkin 
Early Childhood Music and 
Movement, Ukulele

 73. MS 379 College Point 
Collaborative Ukulele

 74. Extreme Kids and Crew at 
PS 71 Children with autism 
spectrum disorders

 75. Forest Hills School (The 
Community House School) 
Early Childhood Music and 
Movement, ukulele

 76. PS 38 The Rosedale School 
Woodwinds

STATEN ISL AND
 77. City Access New York, 

Inc./Day Habilitation 
Without Walls Adults with 
developmental disabilities
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THE COMMUNITY 
MUSIC SCHOOL
Private Lessons • Group Classes 
Ensembles • Summer Camp

“Everyone has a piece of the 

puzzle, and when our group 

plays together, it all connects. 

Sometimes I feel like the 

door is going to break down 

because the music is just 

bursting to get out.”

SIONA LEWIS-COFFEY, AGE 11 
PIANIST IN JAZZ EXPLORERS

 800
COMMUNITY MUSIC SCHOOL 
STUDENTS RANGE IN AGE FROM 
3 MONTHS TO 80 YEARS OLD
They represent 40 nationalities and play 

more than 25 different instruments –  

in settings ranging from one-on-one  

lessons to 15-member ensembles to our 

50-member orchestra.
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The Community Music School 
grew by a third in 2018, to 800 
students — each one of whom 
performed during our first ever 
Recital Week in January. We 
began offering free enrollment 
in ensembles to BKCM private 
lesson students, deepening 
our sense of community by 
encouraging students to join 
longstanding groups like the 
Brooklyn Conservatory Chorale 
and the Brooklyn Conservatory 
Community Orchestra as well as 

our newest collectives, including 
Jazz Explorers, Brooklyn 
Harmonics, Big Bad Brass 
Band, Klezmer Ensemble and 
Bluegrass Jam. We expanded 
our summer camp offerings 
to six weeks of programming, 
from three weeks previously. 
One of those programs, our 
second annual Amy Winehouse 
Teen Jazz Summer Intensive, 
enrolled students from all four 
of our divisions: Community 
Music School, Suzuki, Music 

Partners and Music Therapy. 
Our “Meet The” Family Concert 
Series, inviting children and 
parents to Meet The Strings, 
Meet The Brass and more, 
was so popular that we are 
continuing it in 2019. And under 
the leadership of Community 
Music School Program 
Director Brian Drye, we 
launched a school-wide theme: 
Composition, the challenging 
and empowering exploration of 
one’s musical voice.

2018 HIGHLIGHTS

THE COMMUNITY MUSIC SCHOOL
Private Lessons • Group Classes • Ensembles • Summer Camp
Each week, our Community Music School’s 800 students descend upon our Park Slope headquarters for 
private lessons, group classes, ensembles and workshops. Our faculty includes world-class musicians and 
educators who specialize, collectively, in every major musical instrument: piano, strings, voice, winds, 
brass and percussion. Our students represent a wide array of backgrounds, ages and musical abilities. 
From budding musicians to virtuosos, each student is challenged, enriched and inspired by those around 
them, making for a dynamic and interconnected music community.

Photographer clockwise from top left: Jordan Rathkopf, Brian Drye, Jordan Rathkopf, Mariya Bulat, Anna Rathkopf, Anna Rathkopf
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Siona
As soon as Siona Lewis-Coffey, 11, started 
taking piano lessons, she began improvising 
with scales and gravitating towards the blues. 
Before long, she was writing her own songs.

When Siona’s piano teacher, Joy Askew, 
heard that the Brooklyn Conservatory of 
Music was creating Jazz Explorers, a brand 
new ensemble designed specifically for 9 to 
11-year-old girls, she was delighted.

“I thought, ‘This is a match!’” Askew recalled.

BKCM created Jazz Explorers amid an 
unfolding conversation about gender 
discrimination and the under-representation 
of women in the jazz world. The idea behind 
the program is to start young, cultivating 
girls’ interests, talents and confidence before 
they enter their teenage years, under the 
guidance of an all-female faculty.

Since Siona joined the group, she has taken 
to practicing with new relish and discovered 
that improvising in front of others can be 
both scary and exhilarating. “Because there’s 
so much anticipation, afterwards you can be 
like, ‘Yay!’” she said. “Music is a way to be 
yourself. Jazz Explorers is a place where you 
get to be free but also get instructions and 
feedback from people who you trust.”

Siona’s father, Arthur Lewis, said Jazz 
Explorers has given his daughter “a clearer 
sense of herself and of her value.” 

“We want her to be a person who’s expressive, 
a person who knows her own mind. The idea 
being planted in her head is that creating 
art is not something unattainable. It’s taking 
some of the mystery away from it and seeing 
that there’s a process to it and a way to learn 
and do it — and understanding that she can 
do it, too.”

–Arthur Lewis, Siona’s father

Photos by D
esiree W

alters
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SUZUKI 
PROGRAM
Bass • Cello • Flute • Guitar 
Piano • Viola • Violin

“Music isn’t in my life —  
it is my life. I wouldn’t 
be the person or 
musician I am today 
without Suzuki.”
SHILOH GONSKY, AGE 16 
SUZUKI GUITAR STUDENT

20%
OF BROOKLYN CONSERVATORY 
SUZUKI STUDENTS ARE IN 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL
That’s up from 10 percent five years ago, 

reflecting our commitment to retaining  

young musicians and continually meeting 

their growing needs.

10
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SUZUKI PROGRAM
Bass • Cello • Flute • Guitar • Piano • Viola • Violin
BKCM is Brooklyn’s premier destination for the Suzuki method, a nurturing pedagogy based on the 
concept that all children have the ability to master the language of music, just as they master their 
mother tongue. Our rigorous curriculum immerses 240 students, ages 3-18, in violin, viola, cello, bass, 
guitar, flute and piano instruction, led by innovative faculty members trained in the Suzuki pedagogy. 
Students take private lessons as well as group classes and benefit from strong parental involvement, 
with parents learning alongside their children and providing encouragement throughout their 
musical journeys. Our students remain in the program as long as 15 years, with many gaining 
admission to top performing arts high schools.

BKCM was honored to host 
a series of professional 
development workshops taught 
by internationally acclaimed 
Suzuki instructor William 
Kossler, the only guitarist to 
study directly with Dr. Shinichi 
Suzuki. Suzuki guitar faculty 
members Michele Horner, Katty 
Mayorga, Hannah Murphy 
and Ty Citerman participated, 
alongside colleagues from 

throughout the tristate area. We 
were also thrilled to host Allen 
Lieb, CEO of the International 
Suzuki Organization, who 
mentored our violin faculty 
during a series of master classes 
and intensive workshops. 
Advanced Suzuki guitar 
students traveled to Italy 
to study with the guitarists 
known as Duo Scarlatti and 
perform at the Brescia Guitar 

Festival. Our Teen Program 
continued to grow, with more 
students continuing with Suzuki 
throughout middle and high 
school. Finally, we expanded 
our Suzuki program, adding a 
new instrument— flute — and 
converting our early childhood 
pilot class into a thriving Suzuki 
Early Childhood Education 
program. 

2018 HIGHLIGHTS

Photographer clockwise from top left: Anna Rathkopf, Desiree Walters, Jordan Rathkopf, Desiree Walters
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Shiloh
Shiloh Gonsky joined the Brooklyn 
Conservatory of Music’s Suzuki method guitar 
program when she was six years old, taking 
group classes and individual lessons each week 
and practicing with her father and “practice 
partner,” Jason, daily.

Now 16, Shiloh is a singer, songwriter and 
guitarist for an indie rock band called The 
Rhetorical Question that practices in her 
family’s basement. One day, she hopes, they’ll 
tour the world. She also remains in the Suzuki 
program, meeting weekly with the same core 
group of students she first got to know as a 
kindergartener and for private lessons with her 
longtime instructor, Michele Horner.

Through the Suzuki method, Shiloh has 
developed not only her musical skills and 
sophistication, but a work ethic and confidence 
that carry into other aspects of her life. (Case in 
point: Shiloh, now a sophomore at the Fiorello 
H. LaGuardia High School of Music & Art and 
Performing Arts, played catcher for years in a 
nearly all-male baseball league.)

“Suzuki is about teaching a love of music, not 
trying to make prodigies,” said Jason Gonsky, 
who now considers Shiloh his practice partner. 
“They say you’re approaching native skill with 
a language when you start dreaming in that 
language, and Shiloh has been dreaming in 
music for a long time.”

“A lot of people think of Suzuki as very small 
violinists and pianists, very serious and focused on 
their classical music — but my years as a Suzuki 
student have only broadened my views on what 
music can be. I wouldn’t be making the music I 
make today without my Suzuki roots.”

– Shiloh Gonsky

Top and Bottom by Desiree Walters; Middle Photo by Jordan Rathkopf
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MUSIC
PARTNERS
Music Education in Schools  
and Community Centers

“If you build a love  
of music when  
they’re little, then  
they love it forever.”
RUTH QUILES 
PRINCIPAL, P.S. 131 ‘99-’18 
BOROUGH PARK, BROOKLYN

74%
OF MUSIC PARTNERS STUDENTS  
LIVE AT OR BELOW THE POVERTY LINE
By placing 50 teaching artists in 36 schools 

and community centers citywide, we reach 

4,000 children and seniors who otherwise 

wouldn’t have music as part of their day.

14
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MUSIC PARTNERS
Music Education in Schools and Community Centers
When alarming numbers of New York City public schools eliminated music instruction in the 1970s and 
1980s, the Brooklyn Conservatory of Music created Music Partners to fill the void. Since then, and for 
31 years continuously, we have been placing skilled music educators in city schools, as well as senior 
centers, childcare centers and other community settings — expanding our reach to 4,000 students 
yearly. With curriculum options including world percussion, recorder, musical theater, band, percussion, 
strings, guitar, ukulele, chorus and songwriting, Music Partners works closely with administrators and 
PTAs to tailor programs to each site’s needs, priorities and budget. 

5,100 parents and other 
supporters came to see 55 
concerts put on by our Music 
Partners students, ranging 
from chorus and West African 
drumming performances at 
P.S. 246 in the Bronx to ukulele, 
percussion and dancing at 
P.S. 300 in Long Island City to 
beginning, intermediate and 
advanced band concerts at 

P.S./I.S. 89 in East New York. 
We tripled our Ready Readers 
partnership with the Chinese 
American Planning Council  
and now have six locations.  
We expanded our staff of 
excellent music educators to 
50, up from 45. At our Music 
Partners Festival, held at 
Roulette, seven of our most 
successful Music Partners

groups played, with the P.S. 24 
Honors Orchestra performing 
“Over the Rainbow,” the Park 
Slope “Young At Heart”  
Seniors Chorus showing off 
their doo-wop style with “In the 
Still of the Night” and, for the 
grand finale, all of the choruses 
joining together to lead the 
crowd in singing Bruno Mars’ 
“Count on Me.”

2018 HIGHLIGHTS
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Photographer clockwise from top left: Idris Solomon, Andy Tennille, Idris Solomon, Pro Bono Institute

P.S. 131
At P.S. 131 in Borough Park, Brooklyn, a low-income 
elementary school with a growing share of new 
immigrants, third graders learn to play the recorder, 
fourth graders learn bucket drumming, and when the 
fourth- and fifth-grade band practices, the hallways 
reverberate with the sounds of saxophone, flute, 
clarinet, trumpet, trombone and percussion.

It all happens through the school’s longstanding 
relationship with BKCM’s Music Partners program —  
a relationship that principal Ruth Quiles prioritized  
and expanded throughout her 19-year tenure at the 
school, even amid painful budget cuts.

When Quiles first visited the school in 1999, she 
was struck by how quiet it seemed, with the notable 
exception of the then-nascent recorder program. “I was 
able to see what the recorder did for the students,” she 
recalled. “I said, ‘This is what our students need to be 
able to express themselves.’”

As the Music Partners presence at P.S. 131 has grown, 
it has infused the school with an undercurrent of 
joy, boosted students’ confidence, forged a sense of 
community and collaboration and, Quiles believes, 
contributed to a rise in academic performance as 
reflected by test scores and other measures.

The program has been particularly essential to 
integrating students from immigrant families, who learn 
to read and play music alongside their native English-
speaking peers. At evening performances, scheduled to 
accommodate working parents, the sense of pride and 
belonging is palpable.

“Imagine you’re new to a country and there’s 
your child onstage with everyone else, playing an 
instrument. As principal, I would sit there looking 
at these parents and their children, and it would 
bring me to tears.”

– Ruth Quiles, longtime P.S. 131 principal
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MUSIC 
THERAPY
Individual and Group 
Sessions, at BKCM and  
in the Community

“Connor’s been knocked off 
his feet a million times, and 
music therapy has been the 
one constant that’s helped 
him heal, brought him 
incredible joy and given  
him a sense of mastery.”

CHERYL BOUCHER 
MUSIC THERAPY PARENT

 1500
CLIENTS ARE SERVED YEARLY  
BY BKCM’S 16 CREDENTIALED 
MUSIC THERAPISTS
Since our cutting-edge Music Therapy 

program was established in 2003,  

we have grown to become a leader in  

the field, providing music therapy at  

40 sites citywide.
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MUSIC THERAPY
Individual and Group Sessions, at BKCM and in the Community
At the Brooklyn Conservatory of Music, we see first-hand the power of music therapy, an established 
psychotherapeutic practice in which clinically trained professionals address clients’ emotional, 
cognitive, social and/or physical needs through therapeutic treatment that can include singing, playing 
instruments and moving to music. Our Music Therapy program, established in 2003, is one of the largest 
and most highly regarded citywide. In addition to serving 1,500 New Yorkers each year, our program 
has become a training ground for aspiring professionals in this burgeoning field.

Under the leadership of director 
Toby Williams (MA, LCAT,  
MT-BC), our Music Therapy 
program expanded to seven 
new sites this year, including an 
afterschool program for teens 
on the autism spectrum, a family 
shelter and an elementary 
school with a high population 
of new immigrants. We also 
increased by 25% the number of 
clients served at our Park Slope 

headquarters, reflecting our 
commitment to fully integrating 
music therapy clients and 
families into our broader 
musical community. At our Music 
Therapy Sings! Motown Gala 
at The Bell House in Gowanus, 
our clients brought the house 
down with rousing, joyous 
renditions of “Lean on Me,” 
“Superstition” and other classics. 
The performances gave our 

clients an opportunity to shine 
and showcased the incredible 
strides that children and adults 
of all ages have made through 
music therapy. Throughout 
the year, we hosted a series of 
workshops led by advocates 
for those with developmental 
disabilities, exploring such topics 
as transitioning to kindergarten 
and, for parents of older children, 
transitioning to adult services.

2018 HIGHLIGHTS

Bottom right photo by Amanda Kaye; All other photos by Zach Kobrinsky
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Connor
Connor Castaldi, who was born with a congenital 
brain tumor, had been a BKCM Music Therapy 
client for six years when, at age 12, he suffered 
a massive brain bleed. After several weeks in a 
medically induced coma, Connor — whose motor and 
communication skills, memory and confidence had 
blossomed during years of music therapy — awoke 
unable to walk, move his arms or see.

Even with physical therapy, Connor was unable 
to bring his two hands together. Then his music 
therapist, Kate Geller, came to his hospital bedside 
and sang a song from Connor’s earliest days in  
music therapy. Placing a bell in his hand, she softly 
sang, “Shake and pass the bell.” Soon Connor was 
singing along, transferring the bell from one hand to 
the other.

It was one of many junctures when Connor, faced 
with terrifying setbacks, found his way forward 
through music therapy.

When a stroke left Connor struggling to speak, he 
regained the ability through song. When he lost his 
eyesight, music became a sixth sense, with Connor 
leading his mother, father or caregiver on daily 
“music walks” through the neighborhood in search of 
instruments being practiced.

At 21, although Connor remains cognitively and 
physically impaired, he also has perfect pitch 
and requests a different musical instrument each 
Christmas. (He recently requested a golden harp but 
was pleased when his father gave him a flute.) He has 
an internship at BKCM, helping a music therapist lead 
a group of adults with developmental disabilities.

“Amid the whirlwind and chaos of Connor’s 
medical issues, the Conservatory has been 
a lifeline for our family. Music is Connor’s 
essence, and this is the place where he’s been 
able to excel.”

– Cheryl Boucher, Connor’s mother 

Top and middle photo by Desiree Walters; Bottom photo by Amanda Kaye
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 EVENTS
Music is a natural way to build community by 
enabling New York City residents to connect with 
our organization, and with each other, through 
vibrant experiences focused on a shared cause. 
From our educational programming to our more 
than 200 annual public engagement events at our 
Park Slope location and across Brooklyn, most 
of which are free to the public, we bring 15,000 
residents together to celebrate the things that 
make us human.

“The Brooklyn Conservatory has been 

an amazing partner to organizations in 

NYC supporting refugees, immigrants 

and asylum seekers. The World Refugee 

Day Music Festival we co-host with the 

Conservatory is a highlight of the year.”

KELLY AGNEW-BARAJAS
Director of Refugee Resettlement
Catholic Charities Community Services
Archdiocese of New York
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EVENTS AND CONCERTS  
WERE PRESENTED BY BKCM  
THROUGHOUT THE CITY
Among them: singalongs, recitals, 

dance parties, curated concert series, 

performances, workshops and festivals. 

Our events showcase, celebrate and 

broaden our community. 
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EVENT HIGHLIGHTS
Just to Name a Few...

Suzuki Celebration & Benefit
FIRST EVENT HELD: 2017
HAPPENS EACH YEAR IN: January
CELEBRATES: The commitment, hard work and joy 
that every Suzuki family brings to the program, 
extending the annual winter recitals into a 
community-building event
WHO’S THERE: 350 Suzuki students, family & faculty
TRIVIA: 73% of our generous Suzuki families 
donated at this event, with funds earmarked for 
scholarships to the program

Music Therapy Gala
FIRST EVENT HELD: 2017 HAPPENS EACH YEAR IN: May
CELEBRATES: The pride, accomplishments and growth 
of on-site and outreach music therapy clients, unified 
by shared repertoire, including the Beatles (2017)  
and Motown (2018)
WHO’S THERE: Music therapy clients and therapists 
from BKCM’s on-site and outreach programs
TRIVIA: It may seem like the music is selected for the 
gala each year, but in fact the musical theme emerges 
organically from clients’ existing repertoire

House Party
FIRST EVENT HELD: 2016 HAPPENS EACH YEAR IN: November
CELEBRATES: Our faculty, students and greater musical 
community, by showcasing their wide range of talents and 
raising the visibility of our institution
WHO’S THERE: Music lovers and BKCM supporters wander 
among 14 rooms across all 5 floors of BKCM’s building, 
enjoying highlights such as a Suzuki violin flash mob, a  
Bill Withers tribute band, an Afro-Cuban percussion  
room and a bluegrass jam featuring Peter Sarsgaard, 
Maggie Gyllenhaal and Michael Daves
TRIVIA: Although the party was ONLY 3 hours long,  
it contained over 20 hours of music
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Con-Spook-atory
FIRST EVENT HELD: 2016
HAPPENS EACH YEAR IN: October
CELEBRATES: Our families’ creative costumes,  
our garden at its spookiest and candy!
WHO’S THERE: Families in costume, from 
neighborhoods throughout Brooklyn
TRIVIA: At our spooky fun outdoor haunted house,  
kids discover what happens to instruments when  
they don’t get practiced

Music Partners Festival
FIRST EVENT HELD: 2013 HAPPENS EACH YEAR IN: March
CELEBRATES: The entire Music Partners program community

WHO’S THERE: Student ensembles from half a dozen schools 
and a senior center, performing for their families, elected 
officials and BKCM supporters

TRIVIA: The “Young at Heart” Singers from the Park Slope 
Center for Successful Aging have performed at every single 
MP Festival. They’ve been a Music Partners site since 2001

World Refugee Day Festival
FIRST EVENT HELD: 2017
HAPPENS EACH YEAR IN: June
CELEBRATES: The talent, diversity and beauty  
that immigrants bring to our community  
through music
WHO’S THERE: Immigrant and refugee musicians 
from Burkina Faso, Cuba, Guinea, Iran, Israel, 
Kazakhstan, Nepal, Nigeria, Syria and Ukraine
TRIVIA: 12 non-profits, government 
organizations and charities came together to 
make World Refugee Day a success in 2018 
including CAMBA, HIAS, the International 
Rescue Committee in New York and New 
Jersey and the NYC Mayor’s Office of 
Immigrant Affairs
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Sunday January 28, 5pm 
Congregation Beth Elohim, Ballroom

Immediately Following  
the String Festival Concert & Piano Solo Recitals 

FoRmal InvItatIon FoRthComIng

SavE thE DatE

&

For a

Suzuki 
Celebration

Benefit

BROOKLYN CONSERVATORY CHORALE

p r e s e n t s

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 3, 2018 3 PM

BKCM.ORG/EVENTS   
$20 $15/$10 Seniors/Students

THIS PERFORMANCE IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE 
NEW YORK STATE COUNCIL ON THE ARTS WITH 
THE SUPPORT OF GOVERNOR ANDREW CUOMO 
AND THE NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATURE.

THIS PROGRAM IS SUPPORTED, IN PART, BY 
PUBLIC FUNDS FROM THE NEW YORK CITY 
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS IN 
PARTNERSHIP WITH THE CITY COUNCIL.

f  e a t u r i  n g

NELLY VUKSIC, Music Director

RAUL JAURENA, bandoneon DAVID WECHSLER, piccolo 
EMILE BLONDEL, piano

Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church,  
85 S. Oxford St., Fort Greene, Brooklyn

ConneCtion Works is an artist-run non-profit 
organization (501c3) that engages the Brooklyn community 
with world-class jazz performances and educational events.

This program is supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City 
Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council.

presents

Wide Open Works

presents

Wide Open Works

SATurdAy februAry 3, 2018 | 8pm | bKCm CONCerT HALL | $20

bkcm.org  |  joelovano.com  |  judisilvano.com  |  connectionworks.org

joe lovano saxophone judi silvano voice michel gentile flute  
daniel kelly piano matt Pavolka bass rob garcia drums

joe lovano & judi silvano 
with Works quartet

photo by JimmY KATz

Dear Community Music School Families,

Will you  
be our 
Valentine?

Love, BKCM 

Join us for Drinks & Snacks & Valentine Crafts! 
...Plus a Special Faculty Performance

ThurSDay, FeBruary 9, 6:30-8:30PM  
BKCM ConCerT haLL
all Community Music School Students & Families Welcome

Please rSVP to melody.aberg@bkcm.org  
or (718) 622-3300 x227

We're ThroWing a ParTy juST For you!

•   
B

R
O

O

KLY
N CONSERVATORY OF M

U
SIC

  •Community 

MUSIC
SCHOOL

This program is made possible by the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of 
Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature, and supported, in part, by public 
funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council.

BKCM.ORG/CHAMBERFEST

Chamber 
FEST

SATURDAY APRIL 28 |  3PM
Join us for an afternoon overflowing with music  

from BKCM’s Chamber Ensembles! 
Light refreshments served afterward

To purchase tickets, visit bkcm.org/motown or mail in the enclosed card

The Bell House 
149 7TH ST. • BROOKLYN, NY 

COCKTAILS AND HORS D’OEUVRES WILL BE SERVED

Thursday, May 3, 2018 6-9pm

MOTOWN
Music Therapy Sings!

A BENEFIT CONCERT FOR THE BKCM MUSIC THERAPY PROGRAM

SATURDAY, MAY 5, 2018 | 3-5PM
BKCM Concert Hall 58 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

Join us for an afternoon of drumming with Amos Kwaku Gabia, 
a dynamic and passionate percussionist who loves sharing the 
music of his homeland, Ghana, West Africa, with audiences and 
students all over the world.

ALL AGES WELCOME! No drumming experience required.

This program is made possible by the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew 
Cuomo and the New York State Legislature, and supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City 
Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council.

Tickets $10/family 
BKCM.ORG/EVENTS/FAMILY-DRUMMING-WITH-AMOS

Family 
Drumming
with Amos! PROKOFIEV'S 

PETER & THE WOLF
Experience the magic of Prokofiev's Peter and the Wolf  
with a live concert, interactive program and instrument  

"petting zoo" at The Greene Space!

WQXR FAMILY CONCERT WITH  
THE BROOKLYN CONSERVATORY COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA

This program is made possible by the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of 
Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature, and supported, in part, by public 
funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council.

FOR FAMILIES &  
KIDS AGES 4-8!

SATURDAY, MAY 12, 2018 | 2:00 PM
Tickets $20 for adults/$15 for children at THEGREENESPACE.ORG  

THE GREENE SPACE 44 Charlton Street, New York, NY

Narrated by  
Jeff Spurgeon

This concert is supported, in part with public funds from the The New York State Council 
on the Arts, The New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City 
Council, and Con Edison.

Tickets $15 | $10 students & seniors at  

omniensemblenov17jazz.eventbrite.com and at the door

for more info call 718-859-8649 or theomniensemble.org

An Evening of Jazz
BEGINNING OUR 36TH EXCITING SEASON AT THE BROOLYN CONSERVATORY

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2018 8PM

A concert of great music featuring some of NY’s exceptional jazz 
players with Brooklyn’s most innovative chamber music group!
MUSIC BY George Gershwin, Miles Davis, Antonio Carlos Jobim, Thelonius 
Monk, Ralph Towner, Chick Corea, Freddie Hubbard, AND OTHERS 

THE OMNI ENSEMBLE

JACOB MATHEUS Guitar 
DAVID WECHSLER Flutes 
MIKE MORREALE Trumpet  
JENNIFER VINCENT Bass 
ELI ROJAS Drums

The Brooklyn Conservatory of Music &  
Congregation Beth Elohim invite you to a

KLEZMER 
HANUKKAH 

PARTY
December 8, 2018 | 3:30 - 5:30 pm

Location: Congregation Beth Elohim

Music by Brooklyn Conservatory of Music’s  
Community Klezmer Band, and other local klezmer artists. 

Also featuring latkes, Hanukkah crafts, and more!

This concert is supported, in part with public funds from the The New 
York State Council on the Arts, The New York City Department of Cultural 
Affairs in partnership with the City Council, and Con Edison.

Tickets $20, Children 10 & under free 
Capacity is limited - buy your tickets today!
RSVP at BKCM.ORG/EVENTS

and many more....

HOUSE PARTY 2018
20 ROOMS + MUSIC + FOOD + DRINKS

Northeastern Brazilian Dance Grooves

Bill, Still: A Bill Withers Tribute

Xylopholks: Old-Timey Jazz  
Played by People in Animal Suits

Lip Sync Battle Room

The Long Island Vegetable Orchestra

Bluegrass Bash with Special Guests

The Afro-Cuban Percussion Jam

Sid Gold’s Request Room

NYC Blues Guitar:  
Chris Bergson & Ellis Hooks 

Mary Jo’s Lilith Fair Experience

Suzuki Flash Mob

Pat Benatar Cover Band

The Brooklyn Harmonics: 
Precision Vocal Harmonies

Amy Winehouse Teen Jazz Ensemble

Sonny Step 

Time to Rip: Punk Band 101

HUMMER: Smashing Pumpkins 
Cover Band

Tipsy Music PhD Teaches History

HEARING THINGS: Surf Rock, Go-Go, 
and Mediterranean Band

Cowboys and Indians

Klezmer Community Band

YOU’RE INVITED
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 8

6:30 - 9:30 PM

BKCM.ORG/HP1858 SEVENTH AVE.  BROOKLYN NY 11217 This program is made possible by the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State 
Legislature, and supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council.

Meet the Strings  Jan 12
Meet the Chorus  April 6
Meet the Winds  June 1

EVER HEARD A BRASS QUINTET 
PLAY LIKE A ROCK BAND? 
Join BKCM for the first of four family 
concerts devoted to music education, 
interaction, and fun. Learn about 
instruments from all corners of music.

GENERAL ADMISSION: $20 / PERSON
BKCM STUDENTS & FAMILY: $10 / PERSON

New Series!

Family Concert: 

Meet the brass! 
with the Prospect Brass Quintet
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 29 | 1-2PM, 3-4PM ALL AGES!

CONCERT SERIES 
KICKOFFS

FACULTY FEATURE FRIDAYS:

KATTY MAYORGA  
feat Jamie Lee
& DOV MANSKI  
feat Erin Parsch
Friday October 5 at 6:30pm  
BKCM faculty members present the  
guitar music of Argentina and a unique 
live-painting performance

PARLOUR ROOM SESSIONS:

Kristin Leitterman & Steve Mann: 
LEELA OUT OF DARKNESS
Saturday October 13 at 5:00pm
An intimate evening of classical music and food, 
celebrating the oboe and the human voice

INSIDE OUT VII:

JOBS &  
CAROLINE DAVIS 
QUARTET
Sunday October 21 at 8:00pm
Cutting-edge jazz and improvised 
music double bill with rising star alto 
saxophonist Davis and the experimental 
rock of JOBS

Tickets and more at BKCM.ORG/EVENTS
This program is made possible by the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of 
Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature, and supported, in part, by public 
funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council.

EVENTS 2018
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Light brunch + mimosas will be served!

Kindly RSVP michele.yamamoto@bkcm.org

The Brooklyn conservatory of music

Please join

jazz brunch

BKCm Concert Hall 58 7th avenue Brooklyn nY

Saturday, march 10 1-3 pm

featuring the

Amy Winehouse 
Teen Jazz EnsemBle

With a Special Performance by 

mitch Winehouse

for a

 FREE EVEnt!

 FREE EVEnt!

Save The Date
February 10, 2018 | 7:30 - 10:00pm

¡BAILA! 
A Night of 
Music & 

Latin Dancing 
with the 

BCCO
SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2018 | 7:30PM 
Plymouth Church 75 Hicks Street in Brooklyn Heights

BKCM.ORG/EVENTS Tickets $20 | $15 Students and Seniors

THE BROOKLYN CONSERVATORY  
COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA
Dorothy Savitch Music Director

Mendelssohn
Overture to the Fair Melusine

Jacob
Trombone Concerto 
William Lang, trombone

Brahms 
Symphony No. 4

This program is made possible by the New York State Council on the Arts with 
the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature, and 
supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural 
Affairs in partnership with the City Council.

May 25, 2018, 7PM | $15, $10 Students & Seniors
Complimentary reception    BKCM.ORG/PARLOUR-ROOM-SESSIONS 

Sound 
Mind  
Ensemble

Parlour room (n), from French parler (to talk 
or speak) – a room for conversation, debate, or 
receiving an audience

This program is made possible by the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State 
Legislature, and supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council.

TUITION ,•;::•. Gfree ro� 5UZUKI AND CM5 5TUDrNT5 AT f>KCM! "t::"::$,t.90 !='OR NON-CON5rRVATORV 5TUDrNT5 -::=fl.: .•• 

I � program is supported, in part, by public fundsh� die New York City Department of Cultural �rs in partnership with the City Council. 

Cocktail Party 
IN HONOR OF  

Dr. Suzuki’s Birthday
FRIDAY OCTOBER 12 • 6:30-8:30PM

BKCM Concert Hall

Featuring a special performance by Suzuki Faculty
DRINKS & LIGHT REFRESHMENTS FOR ALL AGES WILL BE SERVED 

BKCM.ORG/SUZUKI-BIRTHDAY-18
CONNECTION WORKS is an artist-run non-profit organization 
(501c3) that engages the Brooklyn community with world-class 
jazz performances and educational events.

This program is supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department 
of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council. Wide Open Works is made 
possible in part with public funds from the Decentralization Program of the New York 
State Council on the Arts, administered in Kings County by Brooklyn Arts Council.

presents

Wide Open Works
presents

Wide Open Works

TRIO VS. TRIO

THUMBSCREW.NET • CONNECTIONWORKS.ORG • BKCM.ORG

THUMB-
SCREW
Mary Halvorson GUITAR 
Michael Formanek DOUBLE BASS 
Tomas Fujiwara DRUMS

WORKS
Michel Gentile FLUTE 
Daniel Kelly PIANO 
Rob Garcia DRUMS

SAT OCTOBER 20, 2018 | 7:30PM 
BKCM CONCERT HALL | $15

Wednesday december 19
Spread holiday cheer to the Park Slope community 
with your voice! No caroling experience necessary, 

all voices welcome.

6:30PM | Group Warm-Up in the BKCM Concert Hall   
          (+ Hot Chocolate!)

7:00PM – 7:45PM | Caroling All Around Park Slope!

bkcm.org/events/holiday-caroling-18

Holiday 
Caroling Brooklyn Conservatory Chorale

Nelly Vuksic DIRECTOR 

Wonders  
of Nature

WORKS BY 

 Barber, Britten, Boulanger,  Debussy, Elgar,   
Ravel, Thompson & Whitacre

SUNDAY JUNE 3, 2018 | 3PM 
St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church 157 Montague Street, Brooklyn, NY

BKCM.ORG/EVENTS $20/$15 Students & Seniors
This program is supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City 
Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council.

SUN TIGER
Sean Moran guitar | Hank Roberts cello | Vinnie Sperrazza drums
Sun Tiger plays the exuberant and unpredictable music 
of guitarist Sean Moran. Forays into trio improvisation 
are tempered with the imprint of jazz, 20th century rock 
guitar heroes, tuneful folk - like melodies, metallic bits, 
and contemporary classical new music.

BKCM.ORG/EVENTS Tickets $15
STREAMING LIVE AT BKCM.ORG/LIVE

This program is made possible by the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of 
Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature, and supported, in part, by public 
funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council.

58 Seventh Avenue, Brooklyn NY 11217

IRST FRIDAY FACULTY CONCERTS
FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 7PM | BKCM CONCERT HALL 

THE BROOKLYN CONSERVATORY COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA PRESENTS

BKCM.ORG/HP18

SAVE THE DATE
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$50,000 +
Tom & Jerri Mayer

$25,000 - $49,999
Thompson Family Foundation

Amy Winehouse Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Brooklyn Events Center Foundation

Chad Cooper & Claire Ellis

Daniel & Alexis DiPietro

Barbara & Joseph Ellis

Kelly Granat & Susan Boland

Andrea Knutson

Bernadette Levandowski & Andrew Chipok

Alexandra Tilly Rettler Children’s Foundation

May and Samuel Rudin Family Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Natalia Chefer & Joel Tompkins

Henry Choi & Sandy Lin

David Cone-Gorham & Beth Ricciardone

Frederic R. Coudert Foundation

Credit Suisse

Jonathan & Jennifer Ellis

Forest City Ratner Companies

Tatyana & Oleg Gershkovich

Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation

Rachel & Matthew Hughes

William & Ellen Lindsay

Robert & Kristen Lopez

Vivek & Maitri Menezes

Doris & Charles Michaels

Russ Soper & Selina Strong

South Wind Foundation

Nicholas Tatlow & Linda Hammel

Rob & Wendy Wetstone

The Milton and Beatrice Wind Foundation

Tom Xu & Marie Hill

$2,500 - $4,999
Susan Burnett

Anonymous

Robin Dull & Laurie Kardos

Exploring the Metropolis

William Frick

Florence Hutner & David Holmes

J.P. Morgan

Jonathan Levey & Melanie Barr

SUPPORTERS

BKCM is grateful for the generous support of the following  
New York City and State elected officials and governmental agencies:

Eric Adams, Brooklyn Borough President

Alicka Ampry-Samuel, New York City Council Member

Fernando Cabrera, New York City Council Member

Justin Brannan, New York City Council Member

Mathieu Eugene, New York City Council Member

Peter Koo, New York City Council Member

Brad Lander, New York City Council Member

Stephen Levin, New York City Council Member

New York City Council Speaker’s Office

New York City Department of Cultural Affairs

New York City Department of Education

New York City Mayor’s Office

New York State Council on the Arts

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS*

*Donations made between July 1, 2017 and June 30, 2018
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Madison Capital

Zulema Quintans

Phoebe Taubman & Craig Nerenberg

Venable Foundation

$1,000 - $2,499 
Anonymous

Godwin Boateng

Whitney & Becca Bull

Chris Carstens & Carol Meyer

Sang & Cay Cho

Ki Chon and Seung Woo Choi Family Trust

Sean & Ann Duggan

Jeff & Leslie Edison

John Eydenberg

Tanya Faude-Koivisto & Eric Koivisto

Brandon Gardner & Esther Farkas

Stephanie Gayden & Marc Miller

Jayson Halladay & Leah Solomon

Stephen T. Horbach Fund

Elaine Kanak & Michael Overmyer

Karen Kiehl & Peter Labbat

Diana Kim & Steig Olson

Amy & John Kolz

Tanja & Vijay Kumra

Christopher Lloyd

Indra & Raj Nooyi

Preetha Nooyi

Aditya & Rohip Oomman

Aaron & Liz Oser

Jessica Parsons & Harry Eichelberger

Johnatan Perez & Sophie Peresson

Lawrence Pollack

Page Sargisson & Peter Robbins

Suzanne Scanlon

Max Schneider

Louis Segalini

Ellen Shulman

Michael Singer & Bahorak Asefzadeh

Melanie Smith & Stephen Schulz

J. David Sweeny

Tiger Baron Foundation

Man & Natalie Wong

Michele Yamamoto

$500 - $999
Beth Anisman

Sophie Balcoff

Andrew Bartrop

Vince Bielski & Christine Borris

Daniel Brownstone

Elen & Eugene Callahan

Susan Chapman-Hughes & Christopher Hughes

Lucina & Wayne Clarke

Thomas Crowley & Helesa Lahey

Lori & David Damrosch

Jorge De La Rosa & Karen Tai-De La Rosa

Rachel Doft & John Wareck

Rachael Doud & Miles Farmer

Eagan Family Foundation

Meghan Eison & Benjamin Farkas

Kirsten & Barry Flanik

Lynn Gaffney & Bill Backus

Goldfarb & Fleece LLP

John & Allie Gleber

Goldfarb & Fleece LLP

Michael Gorham

Neil & Seema Gupta

Richard & Maura Harway

Olivia Herman & David Nuzum

Adam & Amy Hirsch

Janine Hodgkins

Investors Bank

Pamela Koo

KPMG

Christopher Kromer & Stephanie Vo

Patricia Kuhn

Roger Kuo

Peter & Gretchen Lang

Liz & John Libré

Amy Lu & Charles Greer

Arthi & Madhu Madhusudhan

Martin County Community Foundation

Sarah & Peter May

Gregory & Jessica Patcella

Konrad Payne

Iuliana Petrescu

Jean Rawitt

Richard Ross

Mo Saraiya

Matthew Smith

Adrienne Urbanski
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Ralph Varano

Aaron & Desiree Walters

Robert Watt & Dawn Bradford-Watt

Richard Yeh

$1 - $499
A-Series Management, Inc.

Asantewa Abernethy

Saleem Ahmed

Reza Akhavi

Alain Alexander

Matthew Allain 

Paul Allen

Shani Ankori & David Fenkel

Jamie Ansley

Esther Aponte

Mathieu Aquino

Miles Arvidson

David Asomaning

Janet Aspen & Joe Polizzotto

The Baltimore Family Fund

Rachel Banayan

Brooke Barr

Cynthia Barron

L. Basov

Deborah Bell & Joshua Freeman

Pooja Belligund & Sai Prakash

Davina & Aytan Benaderet

Izabella Berger

Ann Bergman & Michael Rorick

Ben Bergman

Ken Berlin

Bridget & Charles Best

Jocelyn Bioh

Andrew Birsh

Damian Bivona & Yesenia Carvache

Michael & Alicia Bohlinger

Mark Bordenet

Liz & Jeff Borkin

Cheryl Boucher

Laura & Dan Boylan

Joshua & Donna Breitzer

Peter Brevett

Lucrecia Briceno

Kimberly Brooks

Fredrica Brooks

Marie Bruestle

Jimena Bruguera & Maurice Biollay

David Bruhowzki

Alisa Bruza & Christopher Koch

Jane Buckwalter

Melinda Burke

Keri Buster

Andrew Butters & Nahid Siamdoust

Denise & George Cahn

Neil Campbell

Paul Carbonara

Erin Carney

Chris Castley & Lorraine Deebs

Patricia Cateura & William Barnett

Susanna Chan & Alexander Lyubarov

Robert & Ginger Chang

Todd Chanko

Junie Charlot & Chris Johnson

Mei Chen 

Xhingyu Chen

Mei Mei & Shun Chez

Meilan Chiu

Susan & Lawrence Choi-Hausman

Cynthia Chou

Erica Chou 

Rick & Celeste Chou

John Chun & Simona C. Kwon

Mattie Clark

Eleanor & Joseph Cobb

Sean & Jennifer Cohan

Brett Cohen & Karin Andersson

Aaron & Danielle Cooper

Bill & Ava Cooper

Daria Cooper

SUPPORTERS
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Henry & Catherine Corwin

Neil Corwin & Margery Cooper

Gemie Couaillier

Celeste Coughlin

Zoran Crnja

Stacy Crowell & Simon Carruthers

Mary Czajkowski

Phoebe Damrosch

Evelyn Daskin

Patricia & Richard Daskin

Robin Daskin

Nancy Davey

Louise Davidson

Charlotte & Byron Davis

Fidel Davis

Karen De Castro

Davia & Adam de Croix

Cecilia de Querol

Thomas & Susan DeCanio

Connie Deninno

Lydia Denworth & Mark Justh

Joseph Despinosa

Alexis Devine

Johnny Din

Brendan Dolan

Arlene Domingo

Antonio & Sunni Dorset

Liana Downey & James Twiss

Adam & Rachele Dubin

MaryAnne Dumont

Charles Duncan

Elizabeth Dundon

Susan Dweck

Suzy Edelstein

Michael Eichenwald & Elissa Gootman

Sarah Ellison

Gillian Fallon

Nick Falzone

Lisa Fan

George Farmer & Nancy Lin

Irgo Fedlatov

Aaron Feinstein

Robert Fink

Cristin Flanagan

David & Pamela Frager

Eric Francois & Raffaella Pierson

Alexander Friedman

Kathleen Galek & James Lawry

Emily Gardiner & Ben Herzog

Mary Ellen Geisser

Timothy Gibbs

Cynthia Gilbertson

Jenna Girone-Virgilio

John Glasgow

Amy Globus & Gareth Miles

Rozanne Gold & Michael Whiteman

Jason Gonsky & Amy Plattsmier

Shari Goodstein

Alexandra Gordon

Elizabeth Gouger

David and Victoria Grager

Jonathan Greco

Jeffrey Grossman

Greg Gulia

Melissa Harris & Joshua Wolff

Motoko Hattori-Hamilton

Alice Henkin & John Nicolich

Amy Herzig

Julie Herzner

Robin Hessman

Martha Hiatt & Hans Walters

Thao & Toan Hoang

Christie Hodgkins

Theodore Holmes

Kristyn Hume

Keelin Hurd

Johanna Hurtado

Madeline Hutchinson

Gail Ifshin & Steven Salky

Amy Inamoto

Cybi & Wingyee Ip

Barry & Paula Izenstein

Rolande Jadotte & Nicholas Tangney

Adam Johnston & Molly Fowler

Kevin & Yvette Joseph

Lauretta Joseph
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Peter Joseph

Matthew Kalish

Alison Kang

Shin Kang

Nikhil & Suniti Kanodia

Barbara & Frank Kardos

Beth Kardos & David Cowen

Susan Kardos

Nicole Kaufmann

Julie Kay & Thomas Fergus

Eileen Keenan

Sheila Kelly

Elise Keppler

Janet Kim

SeHee Kim

Yoko Kimura-Yates

Charles & Joan Kindleberger

Elizabeth King & Joel Bloom

Richard Kippins

Tricia Kissinger & Matthew Nemeth

Adam Klein

Jay Klein

Ruth Klukoff

Scott Koenig

Ashley Krokowski

Michael Kubersky

Jason Kuhlman

Joan Kumor

Lamson Lam

Liz Landers & Connie Heffner

John Lassiter

Betty Lawrence

Cara Lee 

Stella Lee

Ann Lee-Karlon

Evangeline Lehr

Sarah Leners

Darien Leung

David Levin

Jana Levin

Robert Levine

Jin Li

Rufina Litvak

Amy Loewenberg & Elliot Greene

John London

Lark Losardo

Rosalyn & Charles Lowenhaupt

Michele Machalani & Sebastian Grouard

Iago Macknik-Conde

Joshua Mandelbaum

Stephen Mann

Jessica Manser

Esar Margolin

John Mariani & Daniella Korotzer

Julia Marketos

Jessica Maroz

Andrew Martin

Tricia Martin & Winston Ely

Jennifer Massim

Sarah & Peter May

Lexy Mayers

Kejun Ma

Andrew McGinnis

Ann McIver

Michael McWatters

Adam Meffert

John Mendiola & John Carnesecchi

Kevin Merritt

Nancy Merwin & Phil Hirschkorn

Adam Metzger

Arthur Michel & Rebecca Leeper

Jason & Dara Mirsky

Yuriko Mita

Peihuan Mo

Lauren Moon

Susan Moore & William Ludolph

SUPPORTERS
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Daphne Morris

Mark Nachamie

Beth Narducci

Patrick Narea & Laura Digiovanni

Nancy Nayar

Kristina & John William Nebel

James Neu

John Newsome

Kim Nguyen

Ting & Ken Nicholds

David & Nancy Novack

Megan Nyhan

John O’Mara

Alan Ochoa

Robert Ohlerking & Christopher Ligreci

Thomas O’Rorke

Angela Ortiz & Anik Khambhla

Christopher Ortiz & Angela Wu

Greg Pak

Hamid Palo

Aeri Pang

Sherwin Parikh

Mary Anne Patsis

Laurie Pauker

Arun Paul

Elizabeth Payne

Kathleen Payne

Victoria & David Pereira

Catherine Pfordresher & James Moore

Nyisha Pierre Sylva Piltch

Emington Piper

Filippo & Lorena Piscopo

Len & Mary Ann Policastro

Thanya Polonio-Jones

Anna Pond

Laura & Horia Popa

Mauro Porcini

Angelina Powers

Christina Prostano Waldron

Michael Protacio & Kate Moore Heaney

Jack Qian

Frances Rabinowitz & Herbert Dalin

Jeffrey Raheb

Naomi Relnick

Brigette & Cyril Renaud

Lisa Richardson

Jonathan Ripp & Melissa Wiener

Juan Rivera

Sheila Robbins

Juliet Robinson

James Rolison

Raphael Roque

Becca Rosenberg

Joy Rosenthal

Yoav and Lauren Roth

Ashlyn Rothenberg

Rebecca Rubin

Rick Russo

Kelly Sahner & Pam Sidman

Leslie Salzman

Jon Samson 

Sarah Sampson

Joelle Sander

Peter Sarsgaard & Maggie Gyllenhaal

Marisa Savard

Funda Saygin & Marie & David Rozan

Christine Scanlon & Christopher Siudzinski

Kristin Scarola & John O’Brien

Rachel Scarpati

Ben Schall

Rich Schneider & Amy Tully

Tamar Schoenberg

April & Bill Sedutto

Raquel Sendia

Laura Seymour

Richard Shapiro

Susan & Marshall Sharer

Nicole Shaw & Yair Reiner

Gigi Sharp

Joseph & Francoise Shein

Sarena Shen

Tamara Shkabara

Risa Shoup & Dianna Glazer

Jacob Siegel
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SUPPORTERS

Laura Silver

Laura & Josh Sinton

Anna Smalls

Renee Sobel

Michele Sola & Adrian Bennett

Ali Soleimani

Emilio Solla

David & Ibby Sollors

Edward & Meghan Song

Eun-Mi Song

Rosemary Spano & Aaron Stern

Sarah & George Spencer

Christine Sperry

Juliette Spertus

Molly Spindel Flomer & Brandt Flomer

Sokehta Staff

Randall & Shabnam Stanicky

Roger Stattel

Adam Stein & Susan Parkhill

Erica Stein

Melody Stevens

Mamie & Justin Stewart

Fred & Barri Stiber

Joan & Jules Stiber

Hillery Stone & James Howe

Paul Stowell

Alex & Mutsuko Sullivan

Christopher & Sabrina Sullivan

Katya Sverdlov

Cathy Tan

Kirk Tashjian & Christy Canterbury

Florencia Tateossian & Ardash Chilingirian

Alex & Nadine Terman

Amy Thiessen

Jacqueline Tian

Anna Timmins-DeGregory

Pamela Tinkham

Todd Toaso

A. J. Tobey

Lindsay Tomenson & Steve Maringer

Jon & Vanesa Treers

Zachary Treuhaft

Benjamin Tweel

Ronald Tyroler

S. Ulitsy

Stephanie Unwin

Murat Uyaroglu

Anne Van Driel

Fanny van Kwawegen

Joe Vellanikaran

Pablo Vergara & Anath Benais

Lysbet Verlenden

Emmanuelle Vernhes

Vinay Viralam

Katherine Vizcaino

Alice Vogt 

Robert Vogt

Morgann Volpoet

Christian & Luba Waeldner

Sherry Wang & Zach Ozer

Daniel Weiss

Meisha Welch & Marcus Heidler

Susan Westmoreland

Michael Wetstone & Emily Sachs

Patrick Whetzle

Rabi Whitaker

Inna White

Andrew Williams

Lloyd & Bonnie Williams

Cathy Wong

Manyi Wong

Sally Woodring & Marian LeConte

Kenza Worrall

Dion Wright

Hsiang Yin

E. Zarefsky

Anna Zhang & Dylan Yau

Daniel Zuckerman
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PARTNERS

SCHOOLS

COMMUNITY

Chrystie Street Aged Child Care Center

Cooke Center Academy

Cooke Center Grammar School

Cooke Center SKILLS Program

Forest Hills School (The Community 
House School)

Helen Keller Preschool

Hudde Middle School

Imagine Academy

IVDU Boys School

IVDU Lower School - Girls

IVDU Upper School - Girls

Madiba Prep Academy

MS 246 Whitman Middle School

MS 379 College Point Collaborative

Ohel Bais Ezra

Old First Nursery School

PS 2 Meyer London

PS 3 The Bedford Village School

PS 10 Magnet School for Science  
and Technology

PS 16 Leonard Dunkly

PS 20 John Bowne

PS 24 Andrew Jackson

PS 24 Brooklyn

PS 29 John M. Harrigan

PS 34 Oliver H. Perry

PS 38 The Rosedale School

PS 89 Cypress Hills

PS 102 The Bay View School

PS 112 Lefferts Park

PS 114 Ryder Elementary

PS 118 Maurice Sendak

PS 124 Yung Wing

PS 129 Patricia Larkin

PS 130 Hernando De Soto

PS 131 Brooklyn

PS 139 Alexine A. Fenty

PS 153 Homecrest

PS 217 Colonel David Marcus

PS 230 Doris L. Cohen

PS 235 Janice Marie Knight

PS 246 Poe Center

PS 282 Park Slope School

PS 321 William Penn

PS 361 E. Flatbush Early  
Childhood School

PS 372 The Children’s School

PS 372@113 The Children’s School

PS 396 Ramon E. Betances School

PS 396@289

PS 686 Brooklyn School of Inquiry

PS 971 School of Math, Science,  
and Healthy Living

Q300 (30th Ave School)

Sunny Skies Borough Park

Sunny Skies Prospect Heights

5th Avenue BID

ARC - Adult Resources Center

Atlantic Achievers

Big Wrench Piano Care

Brooklyn Arts Council

Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce

Brooklyn Children’s Museum

Brooklyn Community Services

Brooklyn Museum

Brooklyn Public Library

CAMBA

Catholic Charities

City Access New York, Inc. /  
Day Habilitation Without Walls

Congregation Beth Elohim

Cypress Hills Local  
Development Corporation

D’Addario Foundation

Dance Connection NYC

Extreme Kids and Crew

FirstStepNYC

Flagstone Family Center

Flatfoot Flatbush

HANAC Angelo Petromelis Senior 
Center

Hand in Hand Dayhab

Happy Hour 4 Kids

Harmony Services

HASC Men’s 63rd Street

Heart of Brooklyn

HIAS

Hudson Guild Seniors Center

Human Care Services

INCLUDEnyc

International Rescue Committee (IRC)

Jackson Development Center - Main

Jackson Development Center - West

Jewish Union Foundation

Law Offices of Regina Skyer and 
Associates

League of Young Inventors

Light the World Foundation

LivLive

Manhattan Children’s Center

National Guild for Community  
Arts Education

Neighborhood Improvement  
Association

NYU/Lutheran Family  
Health Centers

Old Stone House

Otsar

Park Slope Center for  
Successful Aging

Park Slope Civic Council

Park Slope North  
Child Development Center

Porch Stomp

Reach for the Stars Learning Center

Remo Drums

Seniors in Touch (Services  
for Older Adults)

Spaceworks

St. John’s Episcopal Church

WQXR

Yachad

Young Minds Day Care Center
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75%
PROGRAMMING

10%
FUNDRAISING

15%
GENERAL &  

ADMINISTRATIVE

11% 
OTHER

74%
EARNED REVENUE

16%
CONTRIBUTIONS

FINANCIALS

OPERATING STATEMENT 2018 2017 
Total Earned Revenue & Public Support $3,853,000 $3,435,000

Total Operating Expenses $3,582,000 $3,132,000

Surplus/(Deficit) $271,000 $303,000

ASSETS   
Cash $573,000 $480,000

Accounts Receivable $993,000 $696,000

Fixed Assets $1,231,000 $1,291,000

Total Assets $2,797,000 $2,467,000

LIABILITIES 
Accounts Payable and Accruals $135,000 $113,000 

Loans $372,000 $416,000

Deferred Tuition $1,096,000 $1,014,000

Total Liabilities $1,603,000 $1,543,000

Total Net Assets $1,194,000 $924,000

Total Liabilities & Net Assets $2,797,000 $2,467,000

The Brooklyn Conservatory of Music is a non-profit music school, a community outreach 
organization, a cultural center and a presenting organization. Our revenues and 
expenses reflect the unique mix of these non-profit business models. We benefit from 
the stability of earned revenues from music school tuition, contractual revenues from 
community partners and ticket sales. Fundraising supplements our earned revenue 
streams to help support the cost of programs that are not wholly self-sustaining.

USES OF FUNDSSOURCES OF FUNDS
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Dear Friends, 

Thank you for allowing us to share our work 
with you in these pages. I hope you’ve enjoyed 
reading about our (and, by extension, your) 
accomplishments in 2018.

In the year to come we are planning to take 
this institution even farther by strengthening 
our programs, extending our reach, building 
our organizational capacity and, at every 
turn, deepening our commitment to diversity, 
equity and inclusion in our workplace, our 
organizational culture and our programming.

Looking towards our momentous 125th 
anniversary, which is just three years away, 
we have recently embarked upon a thorough 
strategic planning process. Over the first nine 

months of 2019, we will be evaluating our entire organization from top to 
bottom, inside and out.

We want to understand what we’re doing well, where we’re falling short 
and how we might rethink and improve upon our work going forward. We 
are eager to find new ways to fulfill our mission — to transform lives and 
build community through the expressive, educational and therapeutic 
powers of music — on a broader scale, while continuing to run a lean, 
efficient and deeply human organization.

Our goal is to complete a new five-year strategic plan for the Conservatory 
by October 2019. We are a community institution, and you are our 
community. We invite you to share your ideas, observations and aspirations 
with us by e-mailing us your thoughts at future@bkcm.org or reaching out 
to me or Chad directly.

In the five years since I first joined the Board of the Brooklyn 
Conservatory of Music, this institution has made extraordinary progress. 
I have seen the Conservatory struggle. I have been a part of difficult 
decisions about how to get us back on track.

These days, when I walk into the Conservatory, I see a facility that has 
undergone a much needed makeover, I chat with an energized staff and 
faculty, I hear classical repertoire and brilliant original composition from 
beginners to virtuosos, and I feel the warm embrace of community. I’m 
thrilled to report that we’re in a great place. Working together, we’re 
poised to make the next five years our best yet.

Sincerely,

A Letter from

RUSS SOPER
Chair, Board of Trustees

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Russ Soper 
Chair

Robin Dull 
Vice Chair

Florence Hutner 
Secretary

Tatyana Gershkovich 
Treasurer

Stella Cernak
Henry Choi
David Cone-Gorham
Daniel DiPietro
Stephanie Gayden
Marie Hill
Rachel Hughes
Eunice Jordan
Chiwoniso Kaitano
Bernadette Levandowski
Preetha Nooyi
Andrew Ormson
Kathy Park Price
Richard Shamos
David Sweeny
Cynthia Tatham

Rob Wetstone

ADVISORY COUNCIL
Sophie Balcoff
Scott Cantone
Richard Daskin
Rachael Doud
William Frick
Lynn Gaffney
Matt Kalish
Elaine Kanak
Diana Kim
Andrea Knutson
Vijay Kumra
Christopher Lloyd
Jerri Mayer
Vivek Menezes
Alan Ochoa
Konrad Payne
Christine Scanlon
Kirk Tashjian
Vanesa Treers
Man Wong
Tom Xu
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58 Seventh Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11217
(718) 622-3300
www.bkcm.org
#bkcm
@brooklynconservatory


