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LETTER FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

We are celebrating the Brooklyn Conservatory of Music’s 125th
anniversary at a time when our organization has never been stronger, our
reach broader or our work truer to our ambitious mission: transforming
lives and building community through the expressive, educational and
therapeutic powers of music.

This past year, we welcomed over 1,300 students and clients into our
building each week for individual and group music therapy sessions and for
music lessons, classes and ensembles led by our world-class faculty. We
served an additional 6,000 students and clients at 77 schools, community
centers and other sites across New York City.

We deepened our efforts to make BKCM a truly inclusive organization under
the leadership of Uton Onyejekwe, our first Director of DEI, and our Board of
Trustees (which is more representative of our diverse constituencies than
ever). We distributed record amounts of financial aid and laid the
groundwork to raise those numbers further in 2023.

We connected and dazzled our growing community at 200-plus events in our
building and citywide, in partnership with dozens of organizations, ranging
from the New York Philharmonic to the Brooklyn Museum to Women for
Afghan Women to the Chinese-American Planning Council. We continued our
campaign to invest in our people by raising wages and adding support staff.
With enrollment surging, we secured an agreement to rent overflow space in
the nearby Roberts Field School every weekend as a short-term solution.
While this has provided some temporary relief, we continue to work towards
a longer-term plan for our critical space issues.

We enriched and expanded all four of our longstanding flagship
programs: the Community Music School, Suzuki, Music Partners
and Music Therapy. And you’ll see that we’ve added a fifth pillar to
our Annual Report: the first BKCM Community Music Center (CMC),
which grew out of our 20-year partnership with the Cypress Hills
Community Development Corporation.

Since the CMC opened last fall in Brooklyn’s Cypress Hills and East
New York neighborhoods, we have provided up to six hours a week
of free or low-cost music education—including free private lessons
—to 100 students, ages 1-13. We see incredible potential to scale
this model, allowing us to provide New Yorkers in historically
marginalized communities with rich offerings that parallel what
we’re able to deliver in our Park Slope home.

This is no easy undertaking. But as we saw throughout the Covid-
19 pandemic, BKCM is capable of incredible things. Thank you for
your ongoing support, as we work together to enrich and elevate
the lives of all New Yorkers through the power of music.
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CHAD COOPER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, BKCM

LETTER FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR

The incredible accomplishments described in this 2022 Annual Report would
not have been possible without each and every one of you. Our talented,
committed faculty and staff continue to burnish our reputation for
excellence by going above and beyond to meet the evolving needs of our
students, clients, families and community. Our Board of Trustees has
worked diligently to chart our future and ensure that we’re on track to meet
the ambitious goals outlined in our five-year strategic plan.

Our vibrant, growing BKCM community—children and adults of all ages and
abilities, from neighborhoods throughout New York City—have entrusted us
with guiding their musical journeys and contributed their time and energy to
make BKCM the supportive, thriving organization we are today. Our
generous donors have allowed our organization to flourish amid economic
uncertainty—not simply continuing our work but meaningfully expanding it,
most notably by opening our first BKCM Community Music Center in
Brooklyn’s Cypress Hills and East New York neighborhoods.

When | first encountered BKCM as a parent looking for a place for my son to
immerse himself in the Suzuki method, | was immediately impressed by the
gorgeous building and stellar teachers. The more | learned about the
organization, the more enamored | became. | hadn’t realized that the
popular jazz program at my son’s public school was run by Music Partners—
let alone that Music Partners serves thousands of students at schools, youth
centers and senior centers citywide. | hadn’t realized that BKCM’s Music
Therapy program was a distinguished provider in this important field, and |
certainly hadn’t seen our music therapists’ life-changing work up close.

One of my chief motivators for joining the Board of Trustees, and
leading it as Board Chair, has been BKCM’s genuine, abiding
commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion. This commitment
infuses everything we do, including our unique funding model—in
which onsite programs subsidize our offsite work. I’'m encouraged
by the early success of our effort to amplify this impact through
our first BKCM Community Music Center and optimistic about the
prospect of scaling this innovative model.

When we look back at BKCM’s 125th year, | believe we’ll see it as
a pivotal moment in our history—a point where, having laid the
foundation for growth, we set in motion a vision for shaping
BKCM'’s next era. There’s much work ahead of us. I invite you to
join us, however you can, in further supporting and
strengthening this dynamic organization.

DEDE LEE-MOORE
BOARD CHAIR, BKCM




BOARD & STAFFF

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Dede Lee-Moore CHAIR
Mari Matoba VICE CHAIR
Erica Oquendo SECRETARY
Neil Gupta TREASURER

Henry Choi, Nicholas Doering-Dorival, Eric Friedman, Jill Jefferson, Pamela Koo, Margaret Meyers, Laura Michener,
Nancy Ziegler Nayar, Preetha Nooyi, Naomi Nwosu-Stewart, Keith Byron Otuomagie, Konrad Payne, Brian Polen,
Gabe Rodriguez, Sailaja Sastry, David Sweeny, Frederick Tang, Pierre Vilain, James Weiss, Rob Wetstone

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Richard Alba, Sophie Balcoff, Vanessa Banigo, Susan Berkowitz, Richard Daskin, Dan DiPietro, Robin Dull, William
Frick, Lynn Gaffney, Rachel Hughes, Florence Hutner, Chiwoniso Kaitano, Elaine Kanak, Diana Kim, Andrea
Knutson, Vijay Kumra, Bernadette Levandowski, Jerri Mayer, Vivek Menezes, Sabrina Murphy, Anne-Lise Santella,
Christine Scanlon, Louis Segalini, Russ Soper, Vanesa Treers, Abe Velez, Man Wong, Tom Xu

SENIOR LEADERSHIP

Chad Cooper, Executive Director

Michaela Mechlovitz, Director of Administration

Rose Crichton-White, Director of Marketing and Development
Shameeza Chandarpal, Director of Finance

Uton Onyejekwe, Director of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Julianne Carney-Chung, Director, Suzuki Program

Brian Drye, Director, Community Music School

Dorothy Savitch, Director, Music Partners

Toby Williams, Director, Music Therapy

OUR MISSION

The Brooklyn Conservatory of Music aims to transform lives and build community
through the expressive, educational and therapeutic powers of music.

OUR VISION

We envision a world where every New Yorker, regardless of age, income or level of ability, has
Brooklyn access to high-quality music instruction and music therapy. We believe that neighborhoods

traditionally under-served by New York City cultural institutions need and deserve hands-on
Conservatory b ) S " ne .

musical experiences, and that by creating these opportunities we are building a more vibrant,

Of MUSiC interconnected city.




OUR OUTREACH SITES

Our Presence in New York City

For 125 years, the Brooklyn Conservatory of Music has served our community by cultivating rich
music education opportunities. BKCM reaches more than 7,000 students and clients through our
community outreach programs. These programs operate in all five boroughs of New York City. BKCM
provides music education and music therapy programs at 77 partner sites, including public schools,
senior centers and other community and faith-based organizations—empowering students with

tools and experiences unique to BKCM.

CLICK HERE TO VIEW OUR INTERACTIVE MAP
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https://bkcm.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=8b9daa7deb3a44e18996618312b69fe1

VIDEO: M.S. 50 STUDENTS PERFORM "AIN'T GONNA LET NOBODY"
VIDEO: P.S. 118 WINTER CONCERT
LEARN MORE

MUSIC PARTNERS IN 2022 BY THE NUMBERS

3,919 33 49 13

STUDENTS SERVED SCHOOLS & COMMUNITY TEACHING ARTISTS PROFESSIONAL TEACHING
CENTERS ARTIST PERFORMANCES



https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/801241353
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/801304617
https://bkcm.org/musicpartners/

VIDEO: CLIENT DELILAH PERFORMS AT OPEN STAGES 2022
VIDEQ: CLIENT NKECHI PERFORMS AT HER RECITAL
LEARN MORE

MUSIC THERAPY IN 2022 BY THE NUMBERS

2,178 105 210 $198,656

CLIENTS AT OUTREACH CLIENTS ONSITE CREDENTIALED IN DIRECT & INDIRECT
SITES CITYWIDE MUSIC THERAPISTS FINANCIAL AID



https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/801311443
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/803162594
https://bkcm.org/musictherapy/

BKCM PROGRAMS

Community Music Center
IN EAST NEW YORK/CYPRESS HILLS

In November 2022, we launched our first BKCM Community Music Center (CMC): a promising new model for nourishing young New Yorkers’
creative expression. As part of our partnership with the Cypress Hills Local Development Corporation, the CMC operates inside a new mixed-
use building that includes a community center. In short order, our classes were enrolled to capacity—prompting us to expand our
programming for parents and preschool-aged children. By year’s end, 45 young children and their caregivers were enrolled in early
childhood classes, while 49 elementary and middle school students were receiving up to six hours a week of high-quality music education—
including private lessons and a Saturday Band Academy. These students represent 18 neighborhood schools, including five where BKCM
also provides music education during the school day. Through the CMC, we are realizing our vision for creating a continuum of school-based

and after-school music education for young people citywide.

VIDEO: EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMMING
VIDEO: PRIVATE CLARINET LESSON
LEARN MORE

“One special memory is seeing my son transition to different learning stations in class. He had never
been to school, so seeing him transition in a class setting with no issues was truly amazing.”
-NADINE, PARENT IN EARLY CHILDHOOD CLASS

CMC IN 2022 BY THE NUMBERS
7 18 | 100 45 18

BKCM STAFF CLASSES OFFERED STUDENTS CARETAKERS IN EARLY LOCAL SCHOOLS
MEMBERS ONSITE CHILDHOOD CLASSES REPRESENTED


https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/801313410
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/802004177
https://bkcm.org/chestnut-commons/

BKCM PROGRAMS

Community Music School

In 2022, our Community Music School (CMS) continued to serve as a musical home for students of all ages, abilities and skill levels. Each
day of the week, year-round, our Park Slope home was filled with the sounds of private lessons, group classes, ensembles and workshops
for music-makers ages 2 to 83. Our CMS offerings and community grew substantially in 2022, with 81 new private lesson students, two
new instruments taught (banjo and tuba) and five new courses. Throughout this impressive year of growth, our students and faculty were
guided by CMS’ core values: joy, community, perseverance, quality and creativity.

VIDEO: BKCM JAZZ PROGRAM: BEGINNER ALL GIRLS/NONBINARY ENSEMBLE

VIDEO: WIND IN THE PINES BLUEGRASS ENSEMBLE
VIEW OUR CLASSES
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"BKCM is an amazing place to learn and perform. I’'ve been having lessons there since kindergarten, and it never gets old. In my
Music Theory class, BKCM has taught me things about music that | would have never fathomed the existence of a couple of years
ago. In piano lessons, I’'ve learned how to work my fingers so much that for a couple of pieces, it kind of looks like my fingers are
flying. BKCM was one of the only things that kept my spirit alive during the pandemic, and now it’s one of the buildings my life is

based around. My house, my school and BKCM! ”
JONAH BREITZER, COMMUNITY MUSIC SCHOOL STUDENT

MUSIC PARTNERS IN 2022 BY THE NUMBERS
423 | 376 | 74 19 | 60

STUDENTS IN STUDENTS IN FACULTY MEMBERS DIFFERENT CLASSES &
PRIVATE LESSONS GROUP LESSONS INSTRUMENTS TAUGHT ENSEMBLES


https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/801993016
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/801996577
https://bkcm.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/BKCM-Catalog-2022-2023_web_2.pdf



https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/802828726
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/803511757
https://suzuki.bkcm.org/

Financial Aid

We continue to expand our pool of financial aid each year, to attract and retain students and
clients from a broad range of backgrounds and income levels. In 2022, we directly (through
scholarships and subsidies) or indirectly (by helping families access government aid) provided
nearly $400,000 in financial assistance to more than 220 students and clients across our five
divisions. We are on pace to distribute even more financial aid in 2023.

226

STUDENTS BENEFITTING FROM
FINANCIAL AID ACROSS ALL PROGRAMS

$389,412+ [

AN .9
: l“

IN FINANCIAL AID DISTRIBUTED
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Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI)

Our ongoing DEl work is one of our organization’s most important undertakings. To make BKCM a welcoming, inclusive home for all
New Yorkers interested in high-quality music education and music therapy, we have been examining every aspect of our organization
through the lens of DEl—including our leadership, marketing, curriculum, hiring practices, recruitment efforts, individual program
cultures and broader institutional culture. Students, parents, faculty, staff and the BKCM community are involved in this work, which
is led by our first Director of DEI: veteran Music Partners teaching artist Uton Onyejekwe.

Guided by the feedback from our 2021 organization-wide DEI survey, in 2022 we made meaningful progress toward our goal of

becoming a more diverse, equitable and inclusive institution.

¢ Veteran Music Partners teaching artist Uton Onyejekwe was
named our first Director of DEI.
¢ We launched the development of our 2023 DEI survey,

designed to assess progress since 2021 and identify areas for

improvement.

¢ Project teams were formed to investigate four organizational

practices through a DEI lens: hiring practices, recruitment,
repertoire and events.

* We distributed nearly $400,000 in financial aid to students
and clients, including direct aid (subsidies and scholarships)
and indirect assistance (helping families access government
benefits).

¢ Melvis Santa and Jasmine Wilson were invited to join the
second cohort of the Jazz Leaders Fellowship (JLF), which
aims to support the careers of Black women and nonbinary
jazz musicians.

Intentional outreach and recruitment resulted in our Board
of Trustees becoming more diverse and representative of the
communities we serve.

All BKCM staff and faculty participated in a three-part
training workshop on developing culturally responsive and
culturally sustaining teaching practices.

BKCM’s events calendar included a student-led concert
series celebrating Women’s History Month, a Lunar New Year
celebration and an art and music showcase featuring
Watermark Memory Care Unit residents’ work.

We opened our space to activists and politicians for events
including a reproductive justice teach-in hosted by City
Council Member Shahana Hanif.

The launch of our new BKCM Community Music Center (CMC)
is the first step towards ensuring all New Yorkers—regardless
of zip code—can enjoy high-quality music education in their
neighborhoods.



BKCM Events

Over 245 in-person, hybrid and virtual events in 2022 celebrated, united and inspired our community.

BKCM prides itself on creating events with four core tenets:
» Diversity: Programming that follows our DEI goals, is open to different ages, and gives a space for the wide range of cultural
celebrations in NYC.
» Accessibility: Offering our events free or at low cost. Widening our offerings to different neighborhoods in the city.
¢ Support: Creating opportunities for professional musicians to have paid performances. Creating more performance

opportunities for our students to shape their craft.
¢ Partnerships: Connecting with local communities, other nonprofits, and musicians to create cross-disciplinary programming.




EZ21 BKCM FINANCIALS

OPERATING STATEMENT 2022 2020 2019 2018
Total Earned Revenue & Public Support $5,740,000 4,577,000 $ 4,439,000 $ 3,853,000
Total Operating Expenses $ 5,551,000 $ 4,793,000 54,508,000 s 4,038,000 $ 3,582,000
Surplus/ (Deficit) $ 189,000 $ 69,000 $ 401,000 $ 271,000
BALANCE SHEET

ASSETS

Cash $2,070,000 $ 2,113,000 $1,784,000 51,179,000 $ 573,000
Accounts Receivable $652,000 $ 1,105,000 $ 398,000 % 560,000 $ 993,000
Fixed Assets $2,169,000 52,147,000 $1,208,000 $1,171,000 $1,231,000
Total Assets $4,891,000 355,365,000 53,390,000 52,210,000 32,797,000
LIABILITIES

Accounts Payable and Accruals $ 371,000 $192,000 $ 213,000 $ 135,000
Loans* $1,281,000 52,057,000 $ 1,066,000 $ 311,000 $372,000
Deferred Revenue $1,008,000 $1,078,000 $ 469,000 $ 791,000 $ 1,096,000
Total Liabilities $2,660,000 $3,323,000 $1,727,000 $791,000 51,603,000
Total Net Assets $2,231,000 52,042,000 $1,664,000 $1,595,000 $1,194,000
Total Liabilities & Net Assets 54891000 $5365,000 $3,391,000 52,910,000 52,797,000

*Loans - In FY20 & FY21, $765K of PPP loans were included each year. Both loans were forgiven.

SOURCES OF FUNDS

1%

44% 55%

EARNED REVENUE $3,289531
CONTRIBUTIONS $2,629,870
OTHER @ $34,268

TOTAL $5,953,675

USES OF FUNDS

22%
69%

PROGRAMMING §3,943 569
ADMINISTRATION §1,249,652
FUNDRAISING @  $537,131

TOTAL $5,730,352



THANK YOU T0 OUR GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS

BKCM is grateful for the generous support of the following New York City and State elected officials and governmental agencies:
Current and former Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams and Antonio Reynoso
Current and former New York City Council Members Alicka Ampry-Samuel, Alexa Avilés, Justin Brannan, Fernando Cabrera, Jennifer
Gutiérrez, Shahana Hanif, Crystal Hudson, Rita Joseph, Peter Koo, Brad Lander, Stephen Levin, Darlene Mealy, Carlos Menchaca,

Mercedes Narcisse, Sandy Nurse, Chi Ossé, Vickie Paladino, Lincoln Restler, Pierina Sanchez, and Sandra Ung

New York City Council
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs

New York City Mayor’s Office of Media and Entertainment
New York State Assemblymember Jo Anne Simon

New York State Council on the Arts

THANK YOU T0 OUR DONORS

$100,000+

Baisley Powell Elebash Fund*
Bay & Paul Foundations*

$50,000 - $99,999

Edwin Caplin Foundation
Jerri and Tom Mayer
Pinkerton Foundation™

$25,000 - $49,999

The Joel Foundation
Altman Foundation

Amy Winehouse Foundation
Andrea Knutson

Barbara and Joseph Ellis
Daniel and Alexis DiPietro
Indra and Raj Nooyi

Sony Music Entertainment

$10,000 - $24,999

Alexandra Tilly Rettler Children's
Foundation

Barbara Dzubak

Bernadette Levandowski and Andrew
Chipok

Chad Cooper and Claire Ellis

Con Edison

Doris and Charles Michaels

Douglas Elliman Real Estate

Dr. Nancy Maruyama and Charles Cahn
Frank and Lydia Bergen Foundation
Henry Choi and Sandy Lin

Jamie and Daniel Ordower

Jon and Jen Ellis

Marcello and Graziano Roviaro Foundation
May and Samuel Rudin Family Foundation,
Inc.

Thigpen Hill Family Fund

Tiger Baron Foundation™

Tito's Handmade Vodka

William and Ellyn Lindsay

William Talbott Hillman Foundation
Youth INC

$5,000 - $9,999

Allen Murabayashi

Anonymous

Brookfield Properties Management
LLC

Chiwoniso Kaitano and Andrew Sabl
Compass

Dede Lee-Moore and Sal Moore
Fanny and Jeroen Van Kwawegen
Frederick Tang and Ziki Dekel

J.P. Morgan Chase & Co.

James Weiss and Ashley Cotton
Konrad Payne and Ashima Aggarwal
Mamie and Justin Stewart

Mariko Matoba and Michael Walters
Melanie Smith and Stephen Schulz
Morrison Cohen

Natalia Chefer and Joel Tompkins
National Grid

Nicholas and Linda Tatlow
Nicholas Doering-Dorival

Pamela Koo

Rob Wetstone

Sailaja Sastry and Jason Gottlieb
Tatyana and Oleg Gershkovich

The Hyde and Watson Foundation
Tony Felzen

UJA-Federation of New York

VISA, Inc.

Vivek Menezes and Maitri Morarji

$2,500 - $4,999

Andrew Ormson and Eileen Shy
Bank of America

Charter Communications
Christopher Atwell

Danielle Epstein

Dime Bank

Eric Friedman and Emily Rubenstein
J. David Sweeny

John Chun and Simona Kwon
Jonathan Levey and Melanie Barr
Julie Kay and Thomas Fergus
Nancy and Mark Taylor

Neil Gupta and Seema Dhar

o NewYork-Presbyterian Brooklyn
Methodist Hospital

e Park Slope Copy

e Pierre Vilain

e RaymondE. &Ellen F. Crane
Foundation

e Robert Lopez and Kristen
Anderson-Lopez

e Robin Dull and Laurie Kardos

e Russ Soper and Selina Strong

e Russell Gordon and Raquel
Jaramillo

e Spotify

$1,000 - $2,499

e Aaron and Desiree Walters

e Adam and Rachele Dubin

o Allan Novick

e Andrew Haase and Patty Hirsch

e AnnaZhang

e Arthur and Tara Goldfrank

e Arturo Urena Hamelitz

e Barbara Agosin

e Bloomberg

e Camilla Enders and Jim Bernfield

e Colleen Kapoor

e Connie Heffner

e Dana Tugan and Paulo Garcia

e David Cone-Gorham and Beth
Ricciardone

e David Van Heyningen

e Devin Murphy

e DougKaden

e Elizabeth Avila

e Erica Oquendo

e Florence Hutner and David Holmes

e Gary Shelton

e Google

e H.Richard Alexander

e Harriet Wetstone

e Henry and Christina Wang

e Hyun-Jung Yoon and Wen-Fu Wu
e James and Christine Seger

e JanAhlberg

o Jeffrey Grossman

Jerome and Dolores Gewirtz
Charitable Trust

Jessica Parsons and Harry
Eichelberger

John and Liz Libré

Julian Yap and Lauren Flicker
Kate Albright-Hanna and Aaron
Welch

Katherine Slingluff and Andy
Stuckey

Leonard Welter

Lori and David Damrosch

M&T Bank

Man and Natalie Wong

Marcia VanBuren Brown
Margaret Meyers

Mark and Allison Dunn
Michael Singer and Bahorak
Asefzadeh

Nithya Venkatachalam and
Anand Sankaranarayanan
Olivia John

Rachel Doft and John Wareck
Rich and Gina Kelley

Richard Grellier

Richard Mark and Maura Harway
Robert Watt and Dawn Bradford-
Watt

Shani Ankori and David Fenkel
Syvia Hang

The Migdon Family

Tricia Kissinger and Matt
Nemeth

*SIGNIFIES MULTI-YEAR GRANT



$500 - $999

Alex Rappaport and Lisbeth Kaiser
Alexander Nyren

Alexander Wolf and Dominique Cammaert
Alexis Hawkins and Jennifer Shoukimas
Alice Cheng

Alice Henkin and John Nicolich

Amy and Rich Tully

Amy Lu and Charles Greer

Amy Plattsmier and Jason Gonsky
Anli Liu

Ann Lee-Karlon

Anne-Laure Py and Tim Cotton

Ben and Emily Herzog

Bruce Gitelson

Carole Postal

Carolyn Magill

Christina Lowe

Craig Nerenberg and Phoebe Taubman
Danny Goldstein Music Fund

David Nuzum and Olivia Herman
David Traitel

Denise and Greg Pavlides

Diana Kim and Steig Olson

Dr. Alicia Webb Scott

Eagan Family Foundation

Elizabeth Hang

Elizabeth King and Joel Bloom

Ellen Dulberger

Funda Saygin and David Rozan
luliana Petrescu

Jacqueline Hart

Jane Buckwalter

Jennifer Grady and Siobhan Stewart
Jennifer Grausman and Andy Schocken
John and Cariad Lippman

Jorge De La Rosa and Karen Tai-De La Rosa
Joseph Besdin and Tzirel Kaminetzky
Karen McTaggart

Keith Otuomagie

KPMG LLP

Leah Solomon and Jayson Halladay
Len and Mary Ann Policastro

Leorah Abouav-Zilberman

Lily Chang and Paul Hyun

Mae Hsieh

Marc Sobel

Matthew and Christine Coogan
Matthew Trudeau and Lara Peterson
Melissa Wiener and Jonathan Ripp
Michael and Justianna Kubersky
Naaja King

Naomi Foner

Naomi Nwosu-Stewart

Page Sargisson and Peter Robbins
Pam Sidman and Kelly Sahner
Performing Arts Foundation Inc
Rachel Spear and Nick King

Richard Alba

Richard Yeh and Stacy Guo

Robert Cannavale

Sabrina Sullivan

Sarah and George Spencer
SaSaDi and Ade Odunsi

Stephanie and Jay Gromek
Stephanie Hill and Benjamin Wilchfort
Susan Berkowitz

Tamara and Benjamin Tweel

Tell Metzger and Bonnie Campbell
Tricia Martin and Winston Ely

Vero and Insoo Suh

Victoria and Joe Pereira

$1-$499

« Aaron Van Heyningen

‘Adam and Kathleen Vane

Adriana Rovers

Akiko Iwakawa-Grieve and Andy Grieve
Akua Elias

Alan Sbarsky

Alease Annan

Alex Franklin

Alex Weiss

Alexa Bell

Ali Kang and Annie Seaton

Alice Vogt

Alisa Bruza and Christopher Koch
Alison Chang

Amy Cosier

Amy Held

« Amy Mayer

Amy Mirisola

Amy Walfish

Amy White Graves and Martin Graves
Amylizand Monty Pera

Andrea Kihlstedt

Andrea Tsao

Andrea Whitaker

Andrew Bartrop

Andrew Butters and Nahid Siamdoust
Angelina Powers

Anika Bhandari

Anita Wilson

Ann Kaslow

Anna Luft

Anna Tunkel and Yaacov Ruthenberg
Anna-Lise Santella

Anne Hoerning

+ Anne Townsend

Anonymous

April Gu

Aprile Age and Somnath Ray
Archana Ayer

Arthur Kuflik and Allison Day
Arthur Michel and Rebecca Leeper
Aryeh Kobrinsky and Rebecca Benson
Audrey OBrien

Aviva Tugendhaft

Ayesha Delany-Brumsey

Barbara Ann Rogers

Barbara Camney-Coston

Barri and Fred Stiber

Barry and Paula Izenstein

Ben and Allison Yarrow

Ben Lazarus

Benjamin Abramowitz

Benjamin Herzog

Benjamin Meyer and Beth Schacter
Betty Groener

Betty Lawrence

« Bill and Ava Cooper

Bonnie and Lloyd Williams

Bonnie Mayo

Brandon Kaufman

Brian Polen and Erin Valentine
Brian Slepian

Bridget Applegate

Brooke Barr and Bruce Knight
Bruce Lee

Caleb Gordon

Carl Mister

Cassandra Li

Cassondra Warney.

Cate Kim

Catherine Hart

Catherine Li

Catherine Pfordresher and James Moore
Catherine Ziegler

Cathy Tan

Cathy Wong and Keath Chan
Charles and Cathy Alexander
Charles and Rosalyn Lowenhaupt
Charles Balaniz

Charles LaFrance

Charles Wertheimer

Cheryl Larrier

Chris Stromquist and Mariana Lee
Christina Cho

Christina DeNardo and Patrick Kim
Christina Gonzalez and Danny Wyatt
Christine Scanlon and Christopher Siudzinski
Christopher Fregiato

Christopher Kromer and Stephanie Vo
Christopher Welcome

Claire Tondreau

Clara Koudella

Claudia Schaab

Clay Russell

Cory Hutchinson and Kara Pfaffenbach
Craig Colfelt and Michael Andrews
Cristina Colon

Daly Clement

Dalya and David Tugendhaft

Dalya Tugendhaft and Taryn Kosviner
Damien Vandercruyssen

Dan English

Dana and Neil Cohen

Dana Basch

Dana Getman and Ken Andria
Dana Jack

Daniel Dean

Daniel Meyers

Daniel Provine

Daniel Saks and Nikkia Reveillac

« Daniel Schrecker

Daria Cooper

David and Karima Wilner

David Butters

David Field

David Galbraith and Teresa Seemann
David Karp

David Land

David Lipkin

David Paul Jr.

Davina and Aytan Benaderet

Dean Mekkawy and Miranda Chen
Deborah Van Buren

Deirdre Lewis

Denise Oliveira

Denise Tomasini-Joshi

Dessislava Michaylova

Diana Elkind and Chad Maron
Diego Hojraj and Mona Chiniwala
Doug Shore and Sarah Nolan
Duncan and Kate Shaw

Dylan Whitaker

Earl Valentine

Eileen and Derek Jones
Eileen Plaza
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	Annual Report
	LETTER FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
	We are celebrating the Brooklyn Conservatory of Music’s 125th anniversary at a time when our organization has never been stronger, our reach broader or our work truer to our ambitious mission: transforming lives and building community through the expressive, educational and therapeutic powers of music.
	This past year, we welcomed over 1,300 students and clients into our building each week for individual and group music therapy sessions and for music lessons, classes and ensembles led by our world-class faculty. We served an additional 6,000 students and clients at 77 schools, community centers and other sites across New York City.
	We deepened our efforts to make BKCM a truly inclusive organization under the leadership of Uton Onyejekwe, our first Director of DEI, and our Board of Trustees (which is more representative of our diverse constituencies than ever). We distributed record amounts of financial aid and laid the groundwork to raise those numbers further in 2023.
	We connected and dazzled our growing community at 200-plus events in our building and citywide, in partnership with dozens of organizations, ranging from the New York Philharmonic to the Brooklyn Museum to Women for Afghan Women to the Chinese-American Planning Council. We continued our campaign to invest in our people by raising wages and adding support staff. With enrollment surging, we secured an agreement to rent overflow space in the nearby Roberts Field School every weekend as a short-term solution. While this has provided some temporary relief, we continue to work towards a longer-term plan for our critical space issues.
	We enriched and expanded all four of our longstanding flagship programs: the Community Music School, Suzuki, Music Partners and Music Therapy. And you’ll see that we’ve added a fifth pillar to our Annual Report: the first BKCM Community Music Center (CMC), which grew out of our 20-year partnership with the Cypress Hills Community Development Corporation.
	Since the CMC opened last fall in Brooklyn’s Cypress Hills and East New York neighborhoods, we have provided up to six hours a week of free or low-cost music education—including free private lessons—to 100 students, ages 1-13. We see incredible potential to scale this model, allowing us to provide New Yorkers in historically marginalized communities with rich offerings that parallel what we’re able to deliver in our Park Slope home.
	This is no easy undertaking. But as we saw throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, BKCM is capable of incredible things. Thank you for your ongoing support, as we work together to enrich and elevate the lives of all New Yorkers through the power of music.
	CHAD COOPER
	EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, BKCM

	LETTER FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR
	The incredible accomplishments described in this 2022 Annual Report would not have been possible without each and every one of you. Our talented, committed faculty and staff continue to burnish our reputation for excellence by going above and beyond to meet the evolving needs of our students, clients, families and community. Our Board of Trustees has worked diligently to chart our future and ensure that we’re on track to meet the ambitious goals outlined in our five-year strategic plan.
	Our vibrant, growing BKCM community—children and adults of all ages and abilities, from neighborhoods throughout New York City—have entrusted us with guiding their musical journeys and contributed their time and energy to make BKCM the supportive, thriving organization we are today. Our generous donors have allowed our organization to flourish amid economic uncertainty—not simply continuing our work but meaningfully expanding it, most notably by opening our first BKCM Community Music Center in Brooklyn’s Cypress Hills and East New York neighborhoods.
	One of my chief motivators for joining the Board of Trustees, and leading it as Board Chair, has been BKCM’s genuine, abiding commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion. This commitment infuses everything we do, including our unique funding model—in which onsite programs subsidize our offsite work. I’m encouraged by the early success of our effort to amplify this impact through our first BKCM Community Music Center and optimistic about the prospect of scaling this innovative model.
	When we look back at BKCM’s 125th year, I believe we’ll see it as a pivotal moment in our history—a point where, having laid the foundation for growth, we set in motion a vision for shaping BKCM’s next era. There’s much work ahead of us. I invite you to join us, however you can, in further supporting and strengthening this dynamic organization.
	DEDE LEE-MOORE
	BOARD CHAIR, BKCM

	BOARD & STAFFF
	BOARD OF TRUSTEES
	Dede Lee-Moore CHAIR
	Mari Matoba VICE CHAIR
	Erica Oquendo SECRETARY
	Neil Gupta TREASURER

	ADVISORY COUNCIL
	Richard Alba, Sophie Balcoff, Vanessa Banigo, Susan Berkowitz, Richard Daskin, Dan DiPietro, Robin Dull, William Frick, Lynn Gaffney, Rachel Hughes, Florence Hutner, Chiwoniso Kaitano, Elaine Kanak, Diana Kim, Andrea Knutson, Vijay Kumra, Bernadette Levandowski, Jerri Mayer, Vivek Menezes, Sabrina Murphy, Anne-Lise Santella, Christine Scanlon, Louis Segalini, Russ Soper, Vanesa Treers, Abe Velez, Man Wong, Tom Xu

	SENIOR LEADERSHIP
	Chad Cooper, Executive Director
	Michaela Mechlovitz, Director of Administration
	Rose Crichton-White, Director of Marketing and Development
	Shameeza Chandarpal, Director of Finance
	Uton Onyejekwe, Director of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
	Julianne Carney-Chung, Director, Suzuki Program
	Brian Drye, Director, Community Music School
	Dorothy Savitch, Director, Music Partners
	Toby Williams, Director, Music Therapy


	OUR MISSION
	The Brooklyn Conservatory of Music aims to transform lives and build community through the expressive, educational and therapeutic powers of music.

	OUR VISION
	We envision a world where every New Yorker, regardless of age, income or level of ability, has access to high-quality music instruction and music therapy. We believe that neighborhoods traditionally under-served by New York City cultural institutions need and deserve hands-on musical experiences, and that by creating these opportunities we are building a more vibrant, interconnected city.
	OUR OUTREACH SITES

	Our Presence in New York City
	CLICK HERE TO VIEW OUR INTERACTIVE MAP
	BKCM PROGRAMS


	Music Partners
	VIDEO: M.S. 50 STUDENTS PERFORM "AIN'T GONNA LET NOBODY"
	VIDEO: P.S. 118 WINTER CONCERT
	LEARN MORE
	-LEO H. , MUSIC PARTNERS STUDENT

	MUSIC PARTNERS IN 2022 BY THE NUMBERS
	3,519
	STUDENTS SERVED
	SCHOOLS & COMMUNITY CENTERS
	TEACHING ARTISTS
	PROFESSIONAL TEACHING ARTIST PERFORMANCES
	BKCM PROGRAMS


	Music Therapy
	VIDEO: CLIENT DELILAH PERFORMS AT OPEN STAGES 2022
	VIDEO: CLIENT NKECHI PERFORMS AT HER RECITAL
	LEARN MORE
	TEVI, PARENT OF MUSIC THERAPY CLIENT

	MUSIC THERAPY IN 2022 BY THE NUMBERS
	2,178
	CLIENTS AT OUTREACH SITES CITYWIDE

	105
	CLIENTS ONSITE
	CREDENTIALED
	MUSIC THERAPISTS
	$198,656
	IN DIRECT & INDIRECT
	FINANCIAL AID
	BKCM PROGRAMS


	Community Music Center
	IN EAST NEW YORK/CYPRESS HILLS
	VIDEO: EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMMING

	VIDEO: PRIVATE CLARINET LESSON
	LEARN MORE
	-NADINE, PARENT IN EARLY CHILDHOOD CLASS

	CMC IN 2022 BY THE NUMBERS
	BKCM STAFF MEMBERS ONSITE
	CLASSES OFFERED



	100
	STUDENTS
	CARETAKERS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD CLASSES
	LOCAL SCHOOLS
	REPRESENTED
	BKCM PROGRAMS

	Community Music School
	VIDEO: BKCM JAZZ PROGRAM: BEGINNER ALL GIRLS/NONBINARY ENSEMBLE
	VIDEO: WIND IN THE PINES BLUEGRASS ENSEMBLE
	VIEW OUR CLASSES

	MUSIC PARTNERS IN 2022 BY THE NUMBERS
	423
	376
	BKCM PROGRAMS


	Suzuki
	VIDEO: PIANO'WEEN DUET
	VIDEO: GUITAR CONCERTO
	LEARN MORE
	JUNIE CHARLOT-JOHNSON, PARENT OF TWO SUZUKI STUDENTS

	SUZUKI IN 2022 BY THE NUMBERS
	228
	STUDENTS ENROLLED
	INSTRUMENTS
	FACULTY

	$55,173
	IN FINANCIAL AID
	DISTRIBUTED
	CHILDREN AGES 0-4 ENROLLED

	Financial Aid

	226
	$389,412+
	STUDENTS BENEFITTING FROM FINANCIAL AID ACROSS ALL PROGRAMS
	IN FINANCIAL AID DISTRIBUTED
	Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI)
	Veteran Music Partners teaching artist Uton Onyejekwe was named our first Director of DEI.
	We launched the development of our 2023 DEI survey, designed to assess progress since 2021 and identify areas for improvement.
	Project teams were formed to investigate four organizational practices through a DEI lens: hiring practices, recruitment, repertoire and events.
	We distributed nearly $400,000 in financial aid to students and clients, including direct aid (subsidies and scholarships) and indirect assistance (helping families access government benefits).
	Melvis Santa and Jasmine Wilson were invited to join the second cohort of the Jazz Leaders Fellowship (JLF), which aims to support the careers of Black women and nonbinary jazz musicians.
	Intentional outreach and recruitment resulted in our Board of Trustees becoming more diverse and representative of the communities we serve.
	All BKCM staff and faculty participated in a three-part training workshop on developing culturally responsive and culturally sustaining teaching practices.
	BKCM’s events calendar included a student-led concert series celebrating Women’s History Month, a Lunar New Year celebration and an art and music showcase featuring Watermark Memory Care Unit residents’ work.
	We opened our space to activists and politicians for events including a reproductive justice teach-in hosted by City Council Member Shahana Hanif.
	The launch of our new BKCM Community Music Center (CMC) is the first step towards ensuring all New Yorkers—regardless of zip code—can enjoy high-quality music education in their neighborhoods.


	BKCM Events
	Over 245 in-person, hybrid and virtual events in 2022 celebrated, united and inspired our community.
	BKCM prides itself on creating events with four core tenets:
	Accessibility: Offering our events free or at low cost. Widening our offerings to different neighborhoods in the city.
	Support: Creating opportunities for professional musicians to have paid performances. Creating more performance opportunities for our students to shape their craft.
	Partnerships: Connecting with local communities, other nonprofits, and musicians to create cross-disciplinary programming.


	SOURCES OF FUNDS
	USES OF FUNDS
	EARNED REVENUE
	CONTRIBUTIONS
	OTHER
	$3,289,537
	$2,629,870
	$34,268
	TOTAL $5,953,675
	PROGRAMMING
	ADMINISTRATION
	FUNDRAISING
	$3,943,569
	TOTAL $5,730,352
	THANK YOU TO OUR GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS
	BKCM is grateful for the generous support of the following New York City and State elected officials and governmental agencies:
	Current and former Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams and Antonio Reynoso
	Current and former New York City Council Members Alicka Ampry-Samuel, Alexa Avilés, Justin Brannan, Fernando Cabrera, Jennifer Gutiérrez, Shahana Hanif, Crystal Hudson, Rita Joseph, Peter Koo, Brad Lander, Stephen Levin, Darlene Mealy, Carlos Menchaca, Mercedes Narcisse, Sandy Nurse, Chi Ossé, Vickie Paladino, Lincoln Restler, Pierina Sanchez, and Sandra Ung
	New York City Council
	New York City Department of Cultural Affairs
	New York City Mayor’s Office of Media and Entertainment
	New York State Assemblymember Jo Anne Simon
	New York State Council on the Arts
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